St. Matthews,
Kentucky Area
History

Places You Will Remember
In More Detail
M to R, 1st. Edition

This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc.
of the St. Matthews area. Many of the items came from Al Ring’s personal collections but many peo-
ple have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of St. Matthews, Kentucky. Being retired I
now have time to do many of the things I have always wanted, this project is just one of them.

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos. Credit to the source of
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We realize that many items are not identified
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information. As far as the newspaper articles that are
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources. The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. Books that we have used for some
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W.
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).

Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information for any
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.




Explanation of the following pages, (Please Read)

This section consists of may places and things that those that spent
time in the St. Matthews area during the 1950s and 1960s will rec-
ognize and may have spent considerable time at them. I have tried
to include a photograph of the place as well as a brief history of it.



Section A—E:

American Legion Zachary Taylor Post 180
Anchorage

Ashbury-Berman

Bacons Department Store
Bauer’s-La Paloma-Azalea
Beech Bend Raceway Park
Belle of Louisville

Bernheim Forest—Arboretum
Big Springs Country Club
Bowman Field

Byck’s

Camp Piomingo (YMCA)
Captains Quarters

Carl Casper Custom Car Shows
Cedar Creek Drag Strip/Bullitt Dragway
Central State Hospital
Cherokee Park

Churchill Downs

Claudia Sanders Dinner House
Colonial Design

Cox’s Lake

Crescent Hill

Crescent Hill Pool & Park
Crescent Reservoir

Dutch’s Tavern

East Drive-In

Section F—L:

Fairgrounds Motor Speedway
Fort Knox

Fountain Park

Fontaine Ferry Park

Frisch’s Big Boy

Fun Fair

General Electric Appliance Park
Gerstle’s Place

Haller’s Pet Shop

Harrods Creek

Howard Johnson's

Hytken’s

Interurban & Trains

Jewish Community Center
Keeneland

Kentucky Military Institute
Kentucky Model Shop
Kentucky State Fairgrounds
KingFish Restaurant
King-Putt Miniature Golf
Kt’s Restaurant—Old Kentucky Tavern
Lake Louisvilla

Landohr Bowling Alley

Levy Brothers

Locust Grove

Louisville Boat Club
Louisville Country Club
Louisville Water Tower
Lyndon

Section M—R:

Mall St. Matthews (The Mall)
Mammoth Cave

Mario’s Pizza

Masonic Widows and Orphans Home
Middletown

My Old Kentucky Home

Nally Barber Shop

Nanz & Kraft Florists

Old Stone Inn

One Hundredth Division

Otter Creek Park

Parkway Field

Pearson Funeral Home
Plantation Swim Club

Plehn’s Bakery

Pookman Drugs

Prospect

Ranch House

Ratterman Funeral Home
River Road Country Club

Section S—Z.:

St. Matthews Armory

St. Matthews Eagles

St. Matthews Feed & Seed

St. Matthews Fire Department
(Everything you ever wanted to know
about the department can be found at
http://ringbrothershistory.com/alsprojects/
stmfd.htm

Cut and paste, let the site fully open and
old fire siren will sound.

St. Matthews Hardware

St. Matthews Potato Festival

St. Matthews Woman’s Club

Sears

Seneca Park

Shelbyville Road Plaza

Showers

Sportsdrome

Standiford Field—Louisville International
Ten Pen Lanes

The Hat Box

The Turntable

Thornbury’s Toys

Vogue Theater

Watterson Expressway

White Castle

World War Two Monument

Zachary Taylor National Cemetery



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Mall St. Matthews (The Mall)
Courtesy of http://mall-hall-of-fame.blogspot.com/2007/01/mall-shelbyville-road-us-60-and.html

The first shopping mall in the Commonwealth of Kentucky was located 6 miles east of downtown Louisville, in the suburb
of St. Matthews. Known simply as THE MALL, the fully-enclosed shopping center was built by Maryland-based Commu-
nity Research and Development, a subsidiary of the James Rouse Company.

The shopping center opened in March 1962 and was anchored by Louisville-based Kaufman-Straus. There was also an A &
P supermarket, Taylor Drug and North Carolina-based P. H. Rose variety store.

The circa-1962 shopping center was situated around 2 court areas. The first -fronting on the Kaufman-Straus- featured an
oversized chess set. The second -at the P. H. Rose- served as a children's play area.

THE MALL was the only enclosed shopping center in the "Kentuckiana" metropolis until GREENTREE MALL opened in
nearby Clarksville, Indiana in 1968. The following year, an addition to THE MALL was completed, which included a new
2-level J.C. Penney. However, newer malls in the area began to drain business and tenants away.

In 1970, OXMOOR CENTER was built less than a 1 mile east. This was followed by BASHFORD MANOR MALL, locat-
ed 4 miles to the southwest, which opened in 1973.

Soon, THE MALL was in decline. Kaufman-Straus closed, with Stewart's, another Louisville-based department store, mov-
ing in. This lasted a few years, and was proceeded by an Indianapolis-based L. S. Ayres in 1985.

In the mid-1980s, a major renovation and expansion of the center began, which included the installation of a food court in
the old Rose's variety store spot. A new wing, including a Limited apparel store, was built on the north front of the mall
structure. Moreover, the recently-vacated L. S. Ayres was expanded and leased to Louisville-based Bacon's in 1989.

The newly-remodeled shopping center was now officially known as MALL ST. MATTHEWS. An upturn in business
prompted Rouse Company to begin another expansion in 1992. This included the construction of a new southwest wing and
third department store. This 230,000 square foot building was occupied by Little Rock-based Dillard's in 1995.

The fifth expansion of MALL ST. MATTHEWS added a 120,000 square foot Lord and Taylor and multi-level parking gar-
age. This project was completed in 1998. The shopping center now encompassed 1,094,000 leaseable square feet and 140
stores and services.

At this time, Bacon's department stores were absorbed into the Dillard's chain, with the old Bacon's store reopening as a
Dillard's Men's location.

With the dawn of the new century came more changes. A deal, whereby Seattle-based Nordstrom was to open a new store
at MALL ST. MATTHEWS, fell through in early 2001. Lord and Taylor pulled out of the mall in February 2003.

The mid-'00s brought even more developments. Rouse Company, the builder and owner of the complex, was purchased by
Chicago-based General Growth Properties in 2004.

3 years later, Dillard's Men's moved into the old Lord and Taylor, leaving the previous location (in what had been the Kauf-
man-Straus/Ayres/Bacon's) vacant. It is expected that the building will be razed, possibly to be replaced by an open-air
"lifestyle component".



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Mall St. Matthews (The Mall)
Courtesy of St. Matthews, The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. Thomas:

Aerial view of the Mall. After its opening in
the spring of 1962. Edge of Oxmoor Farm is
in background. Bill Davis Collection, Uni-
versity of Louisville Photographic Archives.

Below 1967 view

Courtesy http://www.labelscar.com/kentucky/mall-st-matthews

Mall
St.
Mat-
thews began its rollercoaster life in 1962 as simply “The Mall”, and opened featuring anchor stores A&P, Kaufman-Straus,
Rose’s, and JCPenney. Throughout the 1970s and early 1980s the mall remained popular, yet required updates in response
to competition from other Louisville-area centers. This involved first changing the name from The Mall to Mall St. Mat-
thews, and later updating with a food court and many expansions. The Kaufman-Straus store closed and was replaced by
Stewart Dry Goods and later L. S. Ayres, and later Louisville-based Bacons which moved from a freestanding store down
the street. This occurred in the late 1980s, and sparked a resurgence of interest in the mall over other Louisville-area
malls. Retailers once again clamored to be in Mall St. Matthews, and again Rouse, the mall’s owner, expanded the mall in
1995 with a new wing and the addition of Dillards, and later in 1997 with the addition of Lord and Taylor. The late 90s saw
the peak of popularity for Mall St. Matthews, at least in terms of anchor diversity.

In 1998, Bacon’s was merged into Dillards, and Dillards used the extra store to split its offerings at the mall into two giant
anchor stores. Such practice has been popular at many malls nationwide as anchor stores consolidate, with the split offering
men’s, children’s, and home departments in one store and the entire other store devoted to women’s in many cases. In
2000, Nordstrom expressed interest in moving to the mall but the deal was dead in less than a year when no agreement
could be reached with Rouse. Then, in 2004, Lord and Taylor left the mall amid corporate parent woes and the consolida-
tion of many of their locations within core markets. Until 2007 part of that store was occupied by regional junior anchor
Dawabhares, but that closed also.


http://www.labelscar.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/09/mall-st-matthews-15.jpg

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Mall St. Matthews (The Mall)
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, January 19, 1961:

Work to begin March on Shopping center, Four additional firms sign leases; will open early ‘62

Construction will get underway in March on The Mall Shopping Center, a 50-store development long-planned on Shel-
byville Road at Watterson expressway.

Realtor Walter Wagner, Jr., leasing agent for the Baltimore, MD, developers of the new shopping center, this week con-
firmed that construction will begin on this region’s largest shopping center on or about March 1, depending on the weather
and other factors. It is to be opened by spring of 1962, said Wagner.

Last summer when the Center had halted construction plans pending construction of cloverleaf's on and off Watterson Ex-
pressway at Shelbyville Road, the firm had leases for 173,780 square feet of floor space. When completed it will have more
than 300,000 square feet.

Wagner said, however, in the meantime, at least four other firms have singed leases with the center. While the amount of
additional floor space was not immediately available, he said the new stores include an A & P food market, Mill End Shop,
a drapery store; Maud Miller Candies and Town & Country Liquors.

A & P officials this week said their floor plans for the new store were complete but not immediately available on short no-
tice. It reportedly will be one of the firm’s largest stores in the Louisville area. The firm already has a store in the heart of
St. Matthews, which A & P officials said will continue to operate when the shopping center store its opened.

Wagner and some officials of the developing firm are expected here late Tuesday to work further on plans for the center.
An access road to the center site from Browns Lane to the south has been graded but is yet to be paved, Wagner said.

That was accomplished about six months ago along with a $2,800,000 loan from John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance
Company. Wagner said Louisville Asphalt Company is under contract to pave the access road and the State Highway De-
partment is under contract for the Center’s portion of work widening Shelbyville Road and fitting the center into the Wat-
terson expressway, Shelbyville Road interchange.

Other firms also under lease for stores in the Center include: Kaufman-Straus, 80,000 square feet; Fletcher's 3,750; Rodes-
Hapier Company, 9540; International Shoe Company, 3,000; Blue Boar Cafeteria, 10,440; Taylor Drug Company, 7,500;
Rose’s 44,000; Baker Shoes, 5,500; Swiss Cleaners & Dyers, 900; Bell Bros. Shoes, 3,750; First National Bank, 3,600; and
Walsh Shoe Repair, 750.

The Center will be designed by Baltimore, architects Rogers, Taliaferro and Lamb. Wagner gave this description of the
architecture.

“The plan is to create a regional shopping district located with a view of maximum accessibility from major roads and on a
plot of sufficient size to allow for future expansion.”

“The Louisville center is conceived as a complete regional shopping center under one roof. Malls and courts will be en-
closed and skylighted so that not only the stores but the shopping sidewalks will be air conditioned and temperature-
controlled. This insures the maximum degree of comfort and convenience, no matter what the weather conditions outside.”

“The center is planned in the traditional town square, done in contemporary style and colors.”

“The center will be completely integrated with its surroundings. Set well back from the roads, the park-like buffer strip and
landscaping will keep it in harmony with the neighborhood, in lieu of entrance doors and typical show windows, many
stores front construction will consist of various combinations of fixed glass and sliding glass panels with narrow-style fram-
ing or metal grills, to be closed only after tenant’s store hours. Thus many store-entrance areas facing the mall and courts
will become selling areas as well as display areas.”

“In the courts there will be a side-walk café, which will have the atmosphere of the outdoor continental café plus weather
protection.”

Other features planned for the enclosed mall and courts are 30-to-40-foot-high bird cages filled with colorful tropical birds,
and a fountain and pool with a staircase suspended over it leading to Kaufman-Straus’s second floor, hanging sculptured
lighting fixtures, and gently waving flags and banners. Rare tropical and semitropical plants such as orchids, date palms,
pineapple plants, and all types of lilies will be planted in the mall and court areas. There will be rest benches throughout the
shopping areas, and strategically placed lockers for checking coats and heavy parcels.”



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Mall St. Matthews (The Mall)
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, July 6, 1961:

Mall to break ground today | - i Y
Eight officials to wield spades signaling start on | -
$10 million center

Eight golden spades will turn the initial shovelfuls m -
of earth at 11 a.m. today in ground-breaking cere- "w o
monies for the first enclosed mall shopping center to :
be built in Kentucky. At that time the Mall will
begin construction on the 67 acre tract at the inter- '
charhge of Watterson Expressway and Shelbyville »
Road.

Over 50 State and County officials, tenants and |
guests will join community Research and Develop-
ment, Inc., owners and developers of the center, at
the ceremony which will herald the beginning of
construction of the ten million dollar shopping cen-
ter project. The first stage of construction is to be
completed by next spring.

Next two paragraphs list many of the officials at the
ground-breaking and are unreadable.

A . Arisld drawing of the proposed Mall and pariing ot oo
“We are off and running, and next spring we look Watterson Expressway. It Is to be finlshed by nest spring
forward to welcoming many new friends and cus- ~— T ‘
tomers to see the fruits of our combined labor. We are dedicated to bringing to Louisville the finest in retail facilities and
service in a structure that will be uniquely beautiful and a fine addition to this rapidly growing and progressive communi-

ty.”
This paragraph lists many of the guests at the ground-breaking and are unreadable.

Following the ceremony the officials and attending guests will have lunch and the Pendennis Club.

Some 50 to 55 stores, totaling 300,000 square feet of floor space, will consist of the first stage of construction. Also there
will be 2,500 parking spaces surrounding the center, with entrance and exits on two streets—Shelbyville Road and to
Browns Lane. The entrance to Browns Lane is already graded and graveled but is yet to be paved.

Ultimately, the Mall will consist of about 60 to 70 stores, with 500,000 square feet of floor space, and 4,000 parking spaces.

According to developers, the parking lot will be well-lighted and once a car is on the lot, it may drive about the Mall with-
out once having to go on a public street.

The design of the Mall will be contemporary, cluster-type regional center with all stores, walks, and courts under one roof,
entirely closed and air conditioned.

The structure will be reinforced concrete with columns, beams and girders supporting the entire enclosure. One end of the
center, housing Kaufman’s of Kentucky, will contain two stories. Skylights will %lter sunlight into each garden court.
Walks and flooring will be paving brick, colored concrete and special stone aggregate. All exterior walls will be faced with
brick or various colors, clerestory structure will place continuous windows over the entire mall and court areas.

The developers say they aim to create an outdoor atmosphere with trees, flowers, and birds throughout the entire year. In
the garden courts there will be a pool, from which will be only a few steps to the stores and shops.

If the stores were to be placed side by side on a normal shopping though fare, they would stretch approximately a half mile,
the developers say.

The Mall will contain: 1. Year round air conditioning. Every foot of the center, including all shops, stores, arcades and
public areas will be air conditioned.

2. Mall and court gardens. There will be extensive gardens located throughout the walkways and courts. These gardens,
some of which will reach 20 by 20 feet in size, will contain all types of rare tropical flowers, plants, and trees in leat. Foun-
tains and pools will be within the gardens; one of which will contain a 40 foot high birdcage, housing colorful tropical birds
such as toucans, parrots and various types of finches.

With controlled temperatures in the Mall and the addition of a time clock operated mist system in the gardens, plants, trees
and flowers not usually grown outside a botanical garden will be abundant throughout the court, and walkways. Trees
reaching 20 to 30 feet in height are planned along with seasonal changes of flowers to add color and variety.

The two end courts in the Mall will contain the largest garden. One of the most unusual being the pool and fountain garden
underneath the suspended staircase leading to Kaufman’s second floor and balcony.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Mall St. Matthews (The Mall)
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, July 6, 1961:

Mall to break ground toda
Eight officials to wield spades signaling start on $10 million center

3. Community service facilities: Two rooms, one a large community hall, and the other a smaller meeting room, will b in-
cluded in the mall and will be available to local groups and organizations for meetings, dances and other functions. A
kitchen adjoining the community hall will also be available for use.

Architects for the Mall will be Rogers, Taliaferro and Lamb, Biltmore, MD; planning consultants, Kenneth Welch Associ-
ates, Grand Rapids, Michigan; landscape architect; Lewis Clarke, Raleigh, NC and traffic consultant, Wibur Smith Associ-

ates, Seattle, Washington.

The developers said the financing of the Mall will be through teacher’s Annuity & Assurance Associates, First National
bank of Boston and First National Lincoln Bank of Louisville.

After a survey of the area, the developers said that the Louisville trade area is growing at a rapid rate, noting the there has
been a “spectacular” increase in the density of population within a short, 15-minutes radius of the Mall site. In 1940, 29
ercent of Jefferson County population lived within the 15 minute area, the developers said, and added, by 1961 this popu-
ation had increased to 42 percent of the county total within this radius. The developers noted that 110,000 people lived in
this area in 1940 and in 1961 the population had grown to 246,000. The family income they said, averages over $7,000.
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Construction continues to- bmﬁnn on the Mall Shepping Center, next spring. Kaufmon's Deportment Store will accupy the two |
Shelbyville Rood and Wotterson Expressway. Completion is story building ot for right. \ {

December 28, 1961



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Mall St. Matthews (The Mall)
Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian, May 8, 1969:

mmmmnnsnmmam the new Prnsey stars now mder conmrction w1 The Mall will
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Artist's concept
of mew Penney store

Courtesy Google Maps:




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Mammoth Cave
Courtesy http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mammoth Cave National Park:

Mammoth Cave National Park is a U.S. National Park in central Kentucky, encompassing portions of Mammoth Cave,
the longest cave system known in the world. The official name of the system is the Mammoth Cave System for the ridge
under which the cave has formed. The park was established as a national park on July 1, 1941. It became a Worl Heritage
Site on October 27 , 1981, and an international Biosphere Reserve on September 26, 1990

The park's 52,830 acres (214 km) are located primarily in Edmonson County, Kentucky, with small areas extending east-
ward into Hart County and Barren County. It is centered around the Green River, with a tributary, the Nolin River, feeding
into the Green just inside the park. The Green River is dammed near the western boundary of the park, so that the river only
flows freely for a small section in the eastern part of the park.

Courtesy http://www.terragalleria.com/parks/np.mammoth-cave.all.html:



http://www.terragalleria.com/parks/np-image.maca39885.html
http://www.terragalleria.com/parks/np-image.maca39884.html
http://www.terragalleria.com/parks/np-image.maca39878.html
http://www.terragalleria.com/parks/np-image.maca39863.html

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Mammoth Cave
Courtesy http://3dparks.wr.usgs.gov/mammoth2/index.html:



http://www.pbase.com/merriwolf/34th_camp_mammoth_cave

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:

A dream hecame s reality this
week for three men, Frank De-
Vita, . Kenneth Lamb, and Sam
Berwald, co-owners of the new
Marijo's Plzzeria, 3705 Lexington
Road.

For years, the three men have
talked and dreamed oabout
“Maorlo's", named alier Frank De-
Vila's uncle, Mario, for whom
Frank worked as a boy and who
taught him how to set up ond
run an Itallan restauran!

The rising popularity of plaza
and other lalian foods pave them
the encouragement o fuifll thelr
dreams and their aching ‘o make

Mario's Pizzeria opens
as dreams come true

and serve fine Nalian dinners
like Veal Scalloppinl and Chicken
Cucciatore, the lasty Minestrone,
the popular pizza pie.

Not only fine llallan food, but

\he ltalinn atmosphere would be |

present, and it is, with murals on |
the walls of the Collseum, the
leaning lower of Plsa, the gon-
dolier of Venlee, the Italian fish-
crmen,

The frst Htallan restaurant in
the St Matihews area holds (s
crand opening this weekend, [ea-
turing  restourant  dining  and |
varey-ovut meals, Buona korlunal

October 31, 1957

TRARIOSY

| e Italion-American Restourant
. 3705 Lexington Rd. o Bover Ave.
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July 9, 1959

A mink stole will be given away by Mario’s Hallan Restau-
rant, 3705 Lexinglon Road, in colebration of its first anni-
versary at midnight Oct, 18 You can sign up for it at the
restaurant free, A television ser will be second prize. Or-
¢hids will be given the ladies this Fridoy and Saturday

September 25, 1958
EEREEE
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By The TUBFULL 3
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January 4, 1962



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: '
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that's from o seng of a ¢ifferem
nome hon But 11's ouwr way of
congratularing Okelena for ac
quiring - one of our loveritre
restourents, MARIO'S, And !
resminding  you S1. Metthews
lolks whe eccationally get our
in that negh of the woeds that
thete's naw ¢ MARIO'S for your
dining ’louwo 0123400 PRES.
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January 18, 1962
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May 2, 1963

We Are Proud
There Must Be A /) Yo Asvoudco
Reason Why :
So Many People F The 07“"‘“‘9
Patronize Mario's of
MARIO'S Sth
RESTAURANT

At 5229 Dixie Hgwy.
Alamo Ploza Courk
Phone 447.142)

It's The CONSISTENT j‘k'O’S\

GOOD HS" ’A-OUIIM P'uu
OF OUR FINE

There Is A Reason!

Italian & American Foods

Stop By Mario’s Soon Get More Fun Out of Dining

Our 5 Localions

B 3705 LEXINGTON ROAD, ST, MATTHEWS, KY 8950509
;,—’/;R 5400 PRESTON HWY..-OKOLONA, KY %9-1266
ke 3020 HUNTSINGER LANE, HIKES POINT 152.2638
“q 8019 SOUTH PRESTON,-OUTER LOOP 969-3248

o 6229 DIXIE HIGHWAY (Alame Plaza Court) 471421

November 14, 1963



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Masonic Widows & Orphans Home

Courtesy The Voice-Jeffersonian, May 23, 1968:

PAYS NO TAXES, HAS NO POLICE FORCE

Unique ‘city’ steps quietly
into second century of service

By Jomph Dglesby
Editor

A communily with Gothic-style apart-
mast comploxas, ils own US Posl Of-
fes, o cafelaria and gym, & prist shop,
and s lll\-m wvegetable and caltle farm

Mo sald majer denefils of Ms b are
“seelng children develep Into Nghly
usetul men sand women and o the same
time helping those who are sick -« b
oldar pelients, '

The 176-acre *‘campus’ contalns four
apariment compleens for widows «- e
wnita wre called cottages -« tworesides.

Bos pust 3 fow blocks frem 8. Mat-

thows, tial halls for girls and two housing
™e has & pupalstion of 200  centars for bays,

with an age range trom 4 to 108 yoars, Dosides the Inflrmary and cotiages, the

lununn-,lnupﬂuhru,

developmest has s own power plast, 3

and s busl print shop that smploys 25, a 2,000-
m.d.m-uoaumum seal gymaastem an 300-seal meeting
tucky bluograns, hall,  diniag hatl o which 45,000 mesls &

A motorist can u. right past It with-
c-tnnqn

This s the

Widows and aph- Nou M 708
Fraakfort Ave,, which IMa yoar by anter -
ing ita second century of service.

The home, the first of its kisd in the

The first home was Jocated st Pirst
and Bloom Sireets, the prossnt lJoca.
ton of Manyal Nigh khaol.

yoar sre sarved, & chagel, a laundry
ned & .

@arage

Abest 118 acros of the development are
In the farming

Some 40 scres armun most of the
vegelables adlen ol Do lastitution, The
plwalings incinde corn, lomelows, po-
tatoes, squash radishes, oolees, and
rantaloupes.

The farm also supplies the communiy
wilh doel The cotlle herd ave rage s abowt
60 heed,

In 1084, & modern beel eattle barn was

This brick restidence 2 e Mason

r.-':tﬂ' - ""’:'}.";. Warevas sdtod 1ol § Aidin

T ort Avensa where re was o faciitites & horves are Kryd - . s ity

ploaty of spsce for expanston, Psssed 1o stables cn the tract, also, for Sbﬂd' retreat Widown s Ot phans e o0 Franifon
yeftur Wouaen f AW A * o on

ty Is the resid ol
widows and childros of decetsed Masons
esclusively. The adell population totals
210 snd the chiM population 40,

Oldest resident

Mrs, Sedle Heso, the obdest residest,
has been there sloce 1915, A satlve of
Princoton, she 1a 108 yearas old,

According |0 Superistendent Stephen
8 Wilson, (ha home gains its myport
from three sowrces; MemberaMp dues,
an endowmant fund sod & genoral fund

the use of youngur residents
Spervising the farm cpwration is Harry
A Larkins,
The lnstitulics employs shout 100 jer-
sonx, includisg janitors, malntasance
men, matroms, house methers, farm
workars aod nurees.

As & non-profi instiiution, the btoow
POYS A2 taven, And il bas se palice farce,

Officers of (ho home are G A. Heuser,
chalrman of the board; Devid D Schineid-
or, presidest; John £ Tillord, viee
president; DeMoville P, Jones, treaswr-
ar, sad J.C McClunahan, secretary.

which donstions, penel nnd Grasd lodge officers who serve as ox-
social sscurily payments,
Since ho tock charge of the horme in | Cantinued 10 page 813

{he Infirmary has been expanded from |

koep und trest its patients with sdvanced
senility,

Wilson sabd axpansion of the geriatrics
program allowed the home {0 keep pa-
tioats who otherwize would have twen seat
10 state heapiials,

Untl]l 1954 the home opersted its own
school. An sducstion conter snd gym are
still pert of %o institeticn, bot ehild
rosldenis now atteed public scheols,

Wilson sadd hs job Is nol unitke (hat
of runniag 3 small clity,

*"The petients refar to our communily as
helr "Hitle cily boauliful® ** he ssid,
“*Thmy bave care and privilegeas bara that
would be hard Lo mateh s private sursing
bomes. '

Unique ‘city’

near here

Continued from page |
office mambers ©f 120 board are Jumes

B, Palries, grasd  masler; Jota W
Chandlor, dipuly grand muur' Carroll
M, Curlls, grand senler nnﬂm; Gonegy
A, Eifingor, grasd jualor warden, asd 4,
ARart rmﬁp, and troasurer,

Next Sundaey, the lastilution will ob-
serva “Grand Master's Day.'" The bo-
winning of the homne's seccnd euun
will to colebraled s part of the

swpply
Tha tample’s Orlastal and Brass fands,
’ drlll ;un, Mu.e 04 heaters

mu-mhmummue.

hen aine other residential units

having M

pletur
tHme the cuw

Apparently annoyed 2
taken during feeding
enier CASIS an angry Jox

The cows 2

Go away!
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grapher, r
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3! the Homy



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Masonic Widows & Orphans Home
Courtesy The Voice-Jeffersonian, June 27, 1968:

| St. John’s Day League
MASONIC PIGNIC

JUNE 27 - 28 - 29
RAIN OR SHINE

PRI T . 1S LAY P Ry T AR e T T

FREE FIREWORKS - FRI. EVE 28th i

=% MASONIC HOME GROUNDS o

;{(.« ;"/ i\ \::-: S
ks 3701 FRANKFORT AVENUE N




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Masonic Widows & Orphans Home

Courtesy The Voice-Jeffersonian, April 9, 1970:
It should be noted that Waggener High had many students from “Masonic Home.”
It’s Home To Widows, Orphans Of Masons, Big farm in the middle of a city

For most city folk, the idea of sharing their high-rent district with cows is sheer fantasy.

Not so in St. Matthews, where a herd of 60 grazes upon the land as though this area were still a potato farm worth $40 an
acre.

They’re the livestock of the Masonic Widows and Orphans Home and Infirmary, a non-profit residence and 176— acre
farm off Frankfort Avenue near downtown St. Matthews. It’s an oasis of space in a land-thirsty area.

Here, Kentucky’s 100,000 Masons (members of a world-wide fraternal organization boasting a membership of about 4 1/2
million ilnhthe United States alone) take care of the widows and orphans of deceased Mason’s from through-out the Com-
monwealth.

A lovely shaded retreat: It’s a lovely elm-and oak-shaded retreat from the everyday bustle of the suburbs where, in many
homes, the household word has become “generation gap.” Yet, at the Masonic Home where the age gap is gargantuan - (the
oldest resident is almost 102 and the youngest is but 4) - the generations are genial. The widows - - many of whom have no
families left— revel in the attention of the children, each of whom has his “own favorite widow,” according to the home’s
superintendent, Stephen Wilson.

This tax-free community consists of 26 buildings of various types and sizes which are built, for the most part, on a 50 acre
“campus.” The remainder of the acreage is used to provide most of the food needed for the nearly 1,000 meals served daily
to the home’s 250 residents and staff of about 100. These employees include doctors, nurses, aides, matrons, housemothers,
Janitors, maintenance men and farm workers.

A colorful history: The Masonic Home has a colorful history spanning 103 years. It boasts of being the first Masonic
I—{iome of its kind in the world, though there are now 75 similar institutions scattered throughout the United States and Can-
ada.

The idea for the home was spawned in the minds of a small group of Louisville physicians and members, of the Grand
Lodge of Kentucky. Free and Accepted Masons, who saw a need to care for the destitute dependents of Masons left wid-
owed and orphaned by the Civil War.

An unusual situation existed among Kentucky’s Masons at that time when, being residents of a Civil War border state,
many fought against each other during the day and met in counsel at night. After the war was over, the Masonic leaders saw
a need to reunite all factions of the organization by bringing them together in work on a joint project. The founding of the
home in St. Matthews provided this situation, since this institution was them — and is now -- supported by every Masonic
Lodge in Kentucky. (There are 470 such lodges in the state, each eligible to send residents to the Eome so long as they are
widows or children of Masons in good standing at the time of their death.)

The Masons obtained a charter of incorporation for the home from the Kentucky Legislature on Jan. 15, 1867, and built, the
original institution on a 5 1/2-acre plot in downtown Louisville where du Pont Manuel High School now stands. The home
was moved. to its present location in 1927 when it was that by having a farm, the orphaned boys could help produce food
for the community.

Originally, “The Little City Beautiful” (a nickname given the home years ago) was established to care for 600 orphans and
50 widows. Over the years however, there has been a substantial decrease in its child population due in a large part to the
Federal Social Security benefits which now allow most young, widowed mothers to support their children at home. For this
reason Masonic Home now cares for more widows than children. There are 210 widows (whose average age is 84 and only
30 to 40 children living at the home.

The housing situation: This decrease in population has made for an excess of living space because it takes three times
more area to house a Widow than a child, according to Superintendent Wilson. Each widow has a private room in one of
four buildings, while children are housed in dormitories.

This residential complex nestled spaciously between the close-knit neighborhoods of Louisville’s suburbia, is virtually a
city within itself. It operates its own power plant, has a 2,000-seat gymnasium, an 800- seat meeting hall, dining hall, chap-
el, laundry and garage. It has a print shop which employs 25 and publishes more than 100,000 copies the Masonic Home
Journal semi-monthly, along with books, pamphlets, circulars, papers and fraternal and commercial publications of many
kinds. The community is supported by membership dues from Kentucky - Masons, an endowment fund, donations, pen-
sions and security payments, according to Wilson.

Education is stressed at the home where, until 1954, the Masons opera their own school. Now children attend neighboring
Chenoweth Elementary and Waggoner High Schools and are urged to attend college on a Masonic Home program which
will pay for the first two years of college for the orphans and will lend them the money to continue colleges for the next two
years. At present five students are attending college on this program which has encouraged many of the former residents to
2o on to become doctors, lawyers, bankers, journalists .... and some, millionaires.

The greatest satisfaction in a job such as this is in helping the very young shape their lives, and in seeing that the very old
end theirs inn happiness, Superintendent Wilson said.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Masonic Widows & Orphans Home
Courtesy The Voice-Jeffersonian, April 9, 1970:

Voice Photo by James M. Yukhr
MR, WILSON fastens a strap for a young skater,

Vasow IMave by James M. Yuhs
YOUNGSTENS at the Mssonle home get help from Superintendent Stephen Wilsun as they got ready
to gp far a pony ride on the apacious grounds,



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Masonic Widows & Orphans Home
Courtesy Jefferson County School Archives:

WASONIC HOJM pt ‘ -
SCHOOL of KENTUCKY [¥ e

e

MASOINIC HOME, KY

Daor Yiss Lewla:

Pleasa 2xauae sll Wgaonle Home enildren st 11:30 todey

in order tnst tney wallk home in time for cur noondsy =&sl e%
twelve sharp, We appreciste very much the fect thet you will
excuse tnem s helf day in order that we give tne program for tue
Megong of the atuate,

Via would be very happy to heave you aome to tu® program ano
jonld 1ike to axtend sn invitation %tec sny one on your fsoulty
%o aome, 4f they would be sble to 2o 10, I¢ w111 be in the

Nsacnie Home Gym beginning et J:l

I tnank you.

Sincerely youwrs,

CE®
Laurs Johnha-n

? ! ! p A Waman.. Legore Gish, B
“‘b‘ “9 “I ¥ T Fgure 1a Checks H Fragees Euo Shephecd, 832

Custalns. . .. 7 ....Redin Juckmon, 845
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1954 Joe Bowlley, 311
Masonic Gym 395 P M. SHun Pemma fou Dickiaon, 89
= Earth Earl Campbell, 908
4o y
Clouds . Judy MeoXnight, 18
L WELCOME . Stephen 8 Wllaun, 410 Patsy Joy Janvis, 143
Bupenintendent of the Masoniie Hune Allene Shackelford, 712
11 INVOCATION The Rav. A Panl Resce. 362, Grazse Chaplain Hours Sernng Boe Blanton, 064

- . : Annn Les Campbell, W05
HATS OFF. THE FLAO 15 FASSING BY" . Betty Carolyn Meare, 033 T. 1. Jorvis. 148

1 FLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF TIE UNITED STATES Cloek g ‘Pete® Harper, 49
OF AMERICA . Ernest Allcock, 737, Plag Reary

Marion Coffey, 310, Findee Lester No. 0. o o o .C. C Coftey, 8119
2 ald 2
IV STAR SPANGLED BANNER Audleses Mooz e ... Dopald Jomes, 381
Mra Ellzabeth Merton, Dirvcloe! Timwe . coe..-Punny MeRnight, 144
J. W MeXnight, 164
V. DSAMATIC ANT NUMBERS, ceeeo MIS, Ann Akers, Director
Ehadows Jale Metoalt, 17
A An Lnvurance Bkl Lenory Qish, 484 Becretany Martln Neeak, 363
Hodsom Clay, 672, The Agent Randy Shackeiford, 713
Jo Ann ABIngLon, 153, Cliest Grover Blanton, 64
B Panwmine: “Mlernandoa Hidenwny™ 2ach Bhellom, 330 Dotkneas. .Sharon Dickscn, 8
Roland Wada, &1
Margaret Hawking 280 G. Reading® "Tte Dpmblebos” . damay Dewsy Cay, 02
n v 872
i f‘fﬂ"“’kﬁ"’ P € Diakgue: “Clues” Msreells Dickbon, B
cella Diekisan, &9 Calvin Howling, 11

Jim Bob Fugale, ¢is
PMgllis Janes, 321
Calvim Bowling, 311
Jn Apn Atlungton, 88

VI Musical Nembers

A The Chores, Mru Elzabeth Merlom, Directar
. Bum Vistt th feat”
C  FReading: “The pkize Vitit the County "I a Grand Night for Binging® Mammersinin & Rodgers
Minnie Wade, 01
Pannle McKnght, 144 “Eaexiel Saw De Wheel” Nowry Bptritsal arr, by Noble Caln

Eastern High and Waggener Jr. Migh Students

T - ORS00 Mkd-Anie iy i“m’"f;:f;" ﬁ Accompanist. Clint Pagnte, 834
James Powrling, At B. The Occhestra, Me Ammold S<llpman, Director
E Reading: "Under the Muggy Semt”. . Pasl Deun Simpeca, 492 wagasel of the Crusades” Tradition
P A St A Busy Bankvr” Alene Wade, §1. Cusmentator "Exeirpls (roes Marehe Shye” . .P. T Twchalkowsky
The Banker Jordsn Clay, 672 A
His Helpers. ........ Robert Eversole, 445 Two Piumcer Wiltaes:
Qearge B2uckellord, 18 “Bioe Danube™ B A T
Calvin Bowling, 331 “The Sxaters” cererareare e B0 Waldtentel



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Masonic Widows & Orphans Home
Courtesy Jefferson County School Archives:

PERSONNEL
First Violins; Celli:
Ruby Shepherd 832 Marcelia Dickison 89
Josephine Barker 708 Jo Ann Athington 858
: Flutes:
Viola: Gerald Jackson 845
Clarinets: Trumpets:
Harold Ramage 812
At LAY 012 Eugene Blanton 666
I
Jordan Clay 672 o
Second Violins: Bettie Lou Crowe 73
Rhoda Campbell 905 Organist:
Lavonne Jarvis 145 Clint Fugate 854

VII. The Finale: Students who attend Eastern High School, Waggener
Junior High and Chenoweth Elementary.

VIII. PRESENTATION OF THE CHILDREN OF THE HOME TO DELE-
GATES OF THE GRAND LODGE............ Bro. G. A. Heuser, 281,
President of Masonic Home Board

IX. BOUQUET PRESENTED TO BRO. C. FRYE HALEY, 586, MOST WOR-~
SHIPFUL GRAND MASTER OF THE GRAND LODGE OF KEN-
TUCKY, F. & A. M........oooninnn Roberta and Easter Nowak, 258

X, BENEDICTION............ Rev. A. Paul Reece, 862, Grand Chaplain

Others who were helpful in making this program successful:

REALTOR O YO BOMIB; o v ninoniin s alp GG XML RARALT Mrs. Floreine Wilson
GUIdanCce-Counselor. . . ... vuniin i niiiaiiar iy Miss Laura Johnson
Recreational Director of the Home.............c..oooiiiiisn Mr. Bill Hogg
FOXI BUPOTVIBOT ¢ oo-a o556 v10:07s 5187516 50,65 61570 0200 5 00 05610 000 Mr. Harvey A, Larkins

-'
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Courtesy St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, by Samuel W. Thomas, 1999: Aerial view of campus as competed.
SG88.32, University of Louisville Photographic Archives.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Masonic Widows & Orphans Home

Courtesy http://www.masonichomesky.com/index.cgi?id=40

Grownd Breaking Cercrmony for Prevemt Home—August 7, |925

1997 Six of the cottages that housed widows and orphans are renovated into senior apartments. The old dining hall
is renovated and renamed The Olmsted, becoming a Louisville landmark for events and weddings.

There were four in the Waggener class of 1961 from the Masonic Home: Martin Nowak, Judy Gish,
Emma Lou Dickison and Betty Carolyn Moore. Emma Lou passed away in December. There were
eight in the class of 1960: James Bowling, Grover Blanton, Bailey Blanton, Paul Simpson, James
Dewey Clay, Mini Wade, Janet Jones and Paul Shackelford. Carolyn (Moore) Schuler



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Masonic Widows & Orphans Home
Courtesy

Courtesy of Masonic Homes of Kentucky:

MASONIC WIDOWS AND ORPHANS HOME / WAGGENER HIGH SCHOO!

1955 Students atended school off compus. 7%, 8™ and 9 Grade students went t0
Waggener Junior High. A 36 passenger bus took students to school. Fight bovs
and girls were in the Waggener hand and several were in the orchestra

1960 Thirty varsity games of neardy high schools were played in Masomic Widows
and Orphans” Home gym. Wa ser High Schools first graduatzon was beld ol
Freedom Hall. Eight MWOH students gradunted. (Duning the decade of the
[960°s 40 MWOH students graduated from Waggener HS.)

1963 25 varsity high school games were held in MWOH gym.
1965 Seven MWOH stulents gradunted from Waggener
1967 Waggener High Scheol held its graduntion in the MWOH aoditorium

Neyre Jackson, right, & Waggaer Junier High seventh grader, won
ihe 830 drawing of the 81 Matthens Business Associatlon Natlurday
Kentueky Model Shop proprictior Hunter Look presented him with
Whe cheek, 00 W, MeKnight, Ieft. dreyy Rayee's name oul of the
bhaskhel

Masonic Home Boy
Wins *50 Prize Money |

Ten minuies before the second weekly drawing Saturday for $30
in 1be SL Mawhews Business Assoclatlon's Easter glveaway, 12-year-
old Royee Jackson of Masonic' Home dropppd his registration in thy |
blg basket a1 the Kemucky Mode! Shop, i

. = = |
! Proprictor Hunter Look turnod the wheel, and then had anolher |
{Masonic Home boy, J. W, McKnighy, turned his head and pull out i

=

one of the registrations, | Courtesy of Masonic Homes of Kentucky:
. - - I
. L g . ~What' -~ . . . .
skt Luck stared al the slip of paper. "WhaL's your naine=™ he | \fasonic Seniors of 1956, believe these seniors graduated
“Royre.” said the boy. ! | from Eastern High school.

! “Royce what™
1 *Royce Jackson ™

Mr. Look semiled. “You've just won 50 dollars.”

. - |

The sturiled boy's fece turned white. He Jooked frantically ar all
the smiling faccs around hin. Thea he dug his fuce into the codl of
A mun neerby and started cryiug.

After he calmed dewn, his cager eyes begen ruaning over the
mounialn of toys in the stere, a5 though he was wondering if .Mr.l
Look would Lot him have the whele £tore In exchange for the check for
| $50.

Mrs, Look smaled: "Just seeing him $0 happs was worth cvevy .
penny the giveaway b costing.” !

The £50 doliar drawing will be held (his Saturday at 3 pan al
| King's Men's and Boys” Wonr of 3 p.m. Altogether, the lucal merchanis
are piving eway $L,400, with the grand prize of $1,000 10 be given '
March 31

The Voice Of St. Matthews, March 1, 1956



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Masonic Widows & Orphans Home

Masonic childern
give performance

al league dinner

A performance by the
children of the Masonlc
/Widows' and Orphans’
Home, 3701 Frankfort
Ave,, was a highlight of
the first annual dinner
of the St, John’s Day Lea-
April 25,1963, |8ue, held at the home
The Voice-Jeffersonian | last Saturday night,
Mrs, Ann Akers, dram-,
atic art Instructor and
' Mrs, Laura Johnson, ed-
ucation director, super=-
vised, T, H, Jarvis and
Sandra Crim sang "'Do
You Remember?' Read-
Ings were made by Par-
ricla Grim, Steve Bowl-
ing and Elneta Willlams,
A crowd of 523 attended,
The league sponsors the
annual plenic on the
grounds of the home, The
proceeds go towards the
maintenance of the local
metitution and the old
Masons' home at Shel-
hyville,

I A N -

Courtesy Google Maps:




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Middletown

Courtesy A place in time, The story of Louisville’s neighborhoods, 1989, by The Courier Journal
and Louisville Times Company, David Hawpe, Nina Walfoort.

Middletown
As a prime stagecoach stop, the community saw much of its activity center on thriving inns
By Kay Stewart

]
3\/\N|\|

e

( v“'s Jeflerson |
I

County
-

Firefighters christened a
new truck with a bottle of

T e

7-Up as part of the dedi- w[;?::g:‘{{e;ﬂ/se

cation of a new fire sta-
tion in Middletown in
1944,

1797, landowner Philip Buckner  successfully petitioned Jefferson County Court for permission to establish a town on
500 acres of rolling hills along the Sinking Fork of Beargrass Creek.

The court named it Middletown, apparently because it was midway between Louisville and Shelbyville, and Buckner’s land
was divided and sold to the highest bidders.

Middletown quickly became a popular stagecoach stop on a dusty road surrounded by farmland.

More than 190 years later, Middletown is a booming suburb with the Gene Snyder Freeway cutting across U. S. 60, one of
the county’s busiest commercial strips.

But just blocks from the traffic jams are unhurried scenes from Middletown’s early days.

Main Street and Old Shelbyville Road, just south of U. S. 60, are lined with log, brick and stone homes built by some of
Middletown’s earliest settlers — pioneers who rode the Ohio River in flat-boats, a Revolutionary War captain, a lawyer
whose home became a stagecoach stop and an inn that attracted famous guests.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Middletown

Courtesy A place in time, The story of Louisville’s neighborhoods, 1989, by The Courier Journal
and Louisville Times Company, David Hawpe, Nina Walfoort.

Middletown
As a prime stagecoach stop, the community saw much of its activity center on thriving inns
By Kay Stewart

About a mile north of U. S. 60, hidden in the woods near Avoca and Aiken roads, is a small stone springhouse where a pio-
neer family was attacked 200 years ago by Indians. The springhouse, now roofless with crumbling walls, may been the old-
est structure in Jefferson County, according to the county Office of Historic Preservation and Archives.

Richard Chenoweth, a founder Louisville who rode the Ohio River in 1778 with George Rogers Clark, built the springhouse
on his homestead, where Indians attacked on a summer evening in 1789.

Chenoweth and his wife, Margaret, survived their wounds, but three of their children died. Margaret Chenoweth, who was
scalped, remained bald and kept her head covered with a cap, according to historical accounts.

Since 1966, Boy and Girl Scouts have visited the springhouse twice a year on a hike called “The Chenoweth Massacre
Trail.”

The fear of Indian attacks had subsided when the county court officially established Middletown.

Two busy spots in the burgeoning own were The Middletown Inn, now a residence and small business at 11705 Main St.,
and the Davis Tavern, a building that now houses apartments and offices at 11180 Old Shelbyville Road.

William White, a lawyer who presided at Jefferson County Court when the town was established and appointed its first
trustees, may have built the Davis Tavern building originally as his home before 1800, according to county records. In
1841, the home was sold to Su-\san B. Davis and became known as the Davis Tavern, a stagecoach stop, hotel and slave-
trading post.

The hotel was known for the quality of its cheese, made in the basement. Its famous guests included Henry Clay, John C.
Breckinridge and the Marquis de Lafayette, according to a 1922 Louisville Herald story.

The story was reprinted in 1946 in “Middletown’s Days and Deeds,” a history of the town by Edith Wood, 88, a former
school teacher who was born and raised in Middletown and now lives in a retirement community on U. S. 60.

The Middletown Inn was built with logs, also around 1800. An addition was built of brick in 1804, with a stairway of 15
steps to commemorate Kentucky as the 15th state of the Union.

The inn, which is now covered with stucco, operated until about 1920. But its tavern, where early town trustees were proba-

bly elected, was forced to close about 1890 as a result of an anti-drinking crusade by a minister and a doctor, according to
Wood’s book.

By 1813, the Head, Hobbs and Lawrence General Store was operating on Main Street. Benjamin Head, one of its founders,
was a Revolutionary War captain who built a magnificent stone home at 11601 Main St. near the site of the store. The
home, now owned by Charles and Charlotte Matthews, is immaculately restored.

Head rode horseback to Philadelphia and Baltimore to buy the store’s stock, according to Wood’s book. A ledger from the
1820s kept by Basil Hobbs, the store’s book keeper, listed some prominent early settlers — the Bullitts, Geigers Popes and
Hites — as customers They could buy coffee for 25 cents a pound and whiskey for 23 cents gallon.

DID YOU

In the early days, the town also had a cigar factory, comb factory cabinet shop, tailor and blacksmith. KN OW

Middletown wasn’t the scene of any Civil War battles, but soldiers from both sides passed through and

two skirmishes in the nearby hills were preludes to the Battle of Perryville. He T aroung

Middletown in the

As the war raged, in October 1864 Dr. Luther Paris Wetherby wrote to his uncle in New York that high- ;,7 223;}‘;’,’?,,2,’:2,,“9“9

way robberies and lootings were common around Middletown and he was keeping “five guns loaded zttacks In 1786,
with buck shot” in case his home near the center of town was attacked. Abraham Lincoin, the
; ; . . . grandfather of the
Wetherby, whose letter was reprinted in Wood’s book, was a New York native who arrived at the Davis 16th president, was
Tavern about 1860 and fell in love with Hattie Brown, the inn keeper’s daughter, said Lawrence killed on his land
Wetherby, his grandson and a former Kentucky governor. along Long Run Creek
about seven miles
Wetherby said his grandfather who was honorably discharged in 1862 as a surgeon for the Union Army, east of Middletown.
married Brown, bought the tavern and turned it into his residence and office. Lincoin and his three
young sons were
In the early 1900s, Middletown was a farming community with about 250 residents who rode in horse- ~ étuming home after a
day of planting when
he was attacked. Tom
Lincoln was only 10
when he saw his
father die, and years
later he told the story
1o his own chikdren,
Including Abraham



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Middletown

Courtesy A place in time, The story of Louisville’s neighborhoods, 1989, by The Courier Journal
and Louisville Times Company, David Hawpe, Nina Walfoort.

Middletown
As a prime stagecoach stop, the community saw much of its activity center on thriving inns
By Kay Stewart

Preparations were under way for the Middletown Woman's Club festival in 1941. Proceeds were used for the group’s
community center and soldier-recreation projects that year

People enjoyed watermelon in the yard of one of the Wetherby houses in this undated photograph



Courtesy A place in time, The story of Louisville’s neighborhoods, 1989, by The Courier Journal
and Louisville Times Company, David Hawpe, Nina Walfoort.

Middletown
As a prime stagecoach stop, the community saw much of its activity center on thriving inns
By Kay Stewart

drawn buggies on dirt roads said Wetherby, 81, who was born and raised in Middletown and now lives in Frankfort.

On occasion, oil was squirted on Main Street to keep the dust down but that created another mess Wetherby said he some-
times got “bawled out” for tracking oil into his home.

As a boy, Wetherby went o house calls with his father, Dr. Samuel David Wetherby, in a horse-drawn carriage. The family
had a stable behind its house on Main Street and got water from backyard well. The home was torn down about 1970.

Wetherby attended school in building where grades 1-4 were taught in one room, grades 5-8 in another.

He and other youngsters worked on farms in their spare time. Wetherby remembered milking cows at a farm situated where
the city Douglass Hills is now. His mother bottled the milk, and he carried it around town in a basket, charging 10 cents a
quart.

For fun, Halloween was a “big time,” Wetherby said. Pranks included hoisting a car to the top the town’s bank building on
Main street and greasing the tracks of he interurban line with soap so the train had trouble stopping.

The interurban’s arrival in 1910 allowed Middletown to grow into a commuter community, but Wetherby said the town
remained small and rural until about 20 years ago, when development began rapidly spreading east from Louisville.

A major town controversy erupted in the early 1930s when the state decided to build U. S. 60 around Middletown to the
north, instead of through the town along Main Street and what is now Old Shelbyville Road.

A newspaper article reprinted in Wood’s book said residents were divided on what path the road should take and a “near
riot” broke out at public meeting on the issue.

In an interview, Wood said residents feared that the town would die if the highway bypassed Main street. But today the loop
in U.S. 60 around Middletown is credited with saving the old buildings on Main street and Old Shelbyville Road from the
bulldozer.

The main business district, however, shifted one block north to U.S. 60, where cabins and cottages opened in the 1930s.
“Colonial Cot-tages,” featuring private baths, charged guests $3 to $5 a night, and “Jones’s Camp” was a collection of cab-
ins that became apartments during the housing shortage after World War II. Both sites have been demolished.

In 1937, the Ohio River flood that devastated Louisville united Middletown in many ways.
Residents took in hundreds of refugees, providing blankets, clothes and meals, which were served at a schoolhouse.

As an outgrowth of flood relief, residents organized two clubs that remain active — the Middletown Woman’s Club and the
Middletown Civic Club. The latter’s first projects included securing city water for Middletown and organizing a volunteer
fire department.

After years of failing to elect trustees and assess taxes, Middletown was told by the Kentucky Court of Appeals in 1962 that
it had lost its charter as a city. The town incorporated 10 years ago as a fourth-class city and today has more than 5,000 resi-
dents.

Just as they had in the 1930s over a new road’s route, residents were bitterly split over whether to incorporate.

Today, the town remains split over development issues, with some people favoring more commercial growth while others
want it stopped.

Commission meetings, which can last hours, sometimes feature vitriolic debate with comments yelled out by some business
owners and residents who regularly attend.

One resident who has opposed more commercial growth in residential areas is City Commissioner Terry Wetherby, a
cousin of the former governor. While Lawrence Wetherby was governor, his brother, George S. Wetherby, took office as
Jefferson County Judge but died in 1954 less than four months later.

The former governor — the only Kentucky governor from Jefferson County — said he was able to win his statewide race in
1951 because he was from a small, farming town—mnot the big city of Louisville.

But with the development that’s occurred, Middletown isn’t rural anymore, Wetherby said.

“I’m sad to see it,” he said. “It does away with the old-time coun-try town.”



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: My Old Kentucky Home
Courtesy http://parks.ky.gov/findparks/recparks/mo/gallery/:

Courtesy http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?
marker=4770

Federal Hill, by Michael Stroud, June 1991



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: My Old Kentucky Home
Courtesy http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=4770:

Federal Hill, a former plantation owned by the Rowan family and now more commonly called “My Old Kentucky Home,”
is in the sleepy little community of Bardstown, Kentucky. A visit to Federal Hill in 1852 is said to have inspired Stephen
Foster to write the song, My Old Kentucky Home, the official State song for Kentucky.

The owner of the home, John Rowan, was a state judge in Kentucky, served seven terms in the legislature and was elected
to the United States Senate. He was also Kentucky's Secretary of State and the Chief Justice for the Court of Appeals.
Throughout the early 1800’s, the Rowans hosted a number of dignitaries in addition to Stephen Foster, including Henry
Clay, James K. Polk, and James Monroe.

The Georgian-style home was built by Judge John Rowan in 1818 and has since accumulated a long history of tragedy. One
of the most notable tragedies happened in 1833 when an epidemic of cholera killed eight family members and eight slaves
within a 24 hour period. Another tragedy occurred when John Rowan Jr., son of Judge Rowan, was killed. After having
spent the previous night sitting up with his sick child, John Jr. was sitting on the window sill of his second-story bedroom .
He dozed off, lost his balance and fell out the window, hitting a tree on the way down, killing him. After this, his wife never
slept in that bedroom again, moving to the bedroom next door.

Courtesyhttp://www.stephenfoster.com/musical.htm:

shows & evenls .. about us ' education :: press room :: support us - fravel :: home

Stephen Foster

Thc Musical
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Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Nally Barber Shop
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by Martha Elson: ber Melissa Grider, left, cut Chris Robertson’s hair
and Brian Elpers, right, got a hair cut from Denise
Arington
Kenneth Whelan has cut hair in St. Matthews
for 50 years

Barber celebrates S0 years at same St. Matthews-area shop
For 50 years, barber Kenneth Whelan has been known for his steady hand -- and for keeping up a steady stream of conver-
sation -- at Xavier Nally Barber Shop off Lexington Road.

Whelan, 69, was snipping and clipping and joking as usual last week in the crowded Sh0}l)1 at 305 Wallace Ave. in the St.
Matthews business district, where friends, colleagues, customers and family members gathered to celebrate his 50th anni-
versary.

"After all these years, I'm used to anything," said Whelan, who lives in Middletown, as he gave Tony Downs of Crescent
Hill a haircut.

"He does a great job," said Tony, a St. Xavier High School student. "Fifty years is a long time."

Kerry Karcher, a fellow barber and master of ceremonies for the event, described the shop as reminiscent of the "Leave It
To Beaver" era. A sign over the entrance still says: "Air Conditioned."

Whelan is one of seven barbers at the shop, "and there's always a line for him," Karcher said.

Whelan has seen haircuts go from $1.25 to $13, weathered the long hair styles of the Beatles era in the 1960s -- "Back
then, they wouldn't Eet any haircuts," he said -- and still has at least 20 customers (some fourth generation) each of the two
days a week he works now, he said.


http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?template=zoom&Site=B2&Date=20080319&Category=ZONE02&ArtNo=803190521&Ref=AR
http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?template=zoom&Site=B2&Date=20080319&Category=ZONE02&ArtNo=803190521&Ref=V2
http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?template=zoom&Site=B2&Date=20080319&Category=ZONE02&ArtNo=803190521&Ref=H3

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Nally Barber Shop
Courtesy The Courier-Journal, 3/19/ 2008, by Martha Elson:

Kenneth Whelan has cut hair in St. Matthews for 50 years
Barber celebrates 50 years at same St. Matthews-area shop

Craig Bade of Mockingbird Valley was waiting for a haircut last week and said it should be the same price as it was 50
years ago, in honor of the anniversary.

"Ken remembers everybody," Bade said. "He's always got a smile on his face. He's always been the same."

"He loves to talk," said Whelan's wife, Barbara. "That's what you have to do to be a barber." They had three children, 11
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.

The shop moved to Wallace Avenue in 1950 from Shelbyville Road near St. Matthews Hardware. In 1963, the former
owner sold the shop to Whelan's brother, Bill, who died in the 1990s.

"Good night!" longtime customer Sam Tyler of Anchorage exclaimed, reflecting on the fact that Kenneth Whalen has
been there from 1958 to 2008. "You weren't just polishing shoes" back then?

Tyler said he has been appreciative of Whelan and his brother ever since Bill Whelan came out to Anchorage in the 1950s
to give haircuts to his two brothers, who had polio.

Max Weinstein, another longtime customer who lives in the Glenview Condominiums, said Kenny Whelan came to his
home to cut his hair when he was recuperating from a knee replacement.

The Rev. Bob Osborne, who used to be at Our Lady of Lourdes in St. Matthews and is a longtime customer, came in from
St. Patrick Catholic Church in eastern Jefferson County to give a blessing.

"He never gives you a bad haircut," Osborne said of Whelan, but "whatever happens, it will grow out in three weeks."

St. Matthews Mayor Bernie Bowling presented Whelan with a key to the city, a gold lapel pin in the shape of a key. Even
though tlﬁe shqg is actually a few feet outside the city of St. Matthews, "I know you've taken care of a lot of St. Matthews
people," he said.

Bowling said he used to come to the shop as a youngster, when burr haircuts were in.

A sheet cake was inscribed with "Thank You Kenny. Job Well Done." Whelan also received a watch and a black cloth to
drape over customers, embroidered with his and the shop's names and "50 years."

Whelan said he still plans to keep working: "Long as I feel good and the good Lord willing."
Reporter Martha Elson can be reached at (502) 582-7061.

COVER PHOTO: Tony Downs got a hair-
cut from Kenny Whelan.

Courtesyhttp://
www.waggenerhighalum.org/
downtol6.jpg

NALLYS BARBER SHOP




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Nally Barber Shop
Courtesy The Courier-Journal, 3/19/ 2008, by Martha Elson:

Courtesy Ekstrom Library, University of Louisville, 1994.17, #.002, 1953.

Courtesy of Bluegrass-St. Matthews Historical Society:




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Nanz & Kraft Florists
Courtesy http://www.nanzandkraft.com/pages/aboutus.asp:

Nanz and Neuner Inc., was founded in 1850 in Louisville, Kentucky, after Henry Nanz left his native Germany where he
had been a horticulturist. In the year 1850, he opened a florist and greenhouse in the city. Henry Nanz and Henry C.
Neuner formed a partnership in 1872 and by 1880 had established thirty acres of flower gardens and sixty greenhouses in
St. Matthews, a suburb of Louisville. Henry Nanz Jr. took over the florist in 1895 from his father. His sister, Sally Ward
Nanz, married Henry A Kraft Jr., who became a partner in the florist and his grandson, Edward A. Kraft Jr., eventually
became the owner.

In 1958, the company name was changed to Nanz & Kraft Florist, Inc. After Edward A. Kraft Jr's death in 1967, his son
Edward Ramsey Kraft became the owner and continued the tradition. On November 22, 1976, a fire completely destroyed
the thirty-year-old building. Nanz & Kraft continued to operate from a temporary location at Rassmussen's on Hubbard's
Lane while the new 20,000 square foot store was being built. The current store opened its doors in November, 1977.

Today, Nanz & Kraft Florists, Inc. is one of the largest full service florists in Louisville and the surrounding areas. In
1988 E. Ramsey Kraft welcomed two of his sons, Edward R. Kraft and Michael A. Kraft into the business. In 1994 David
L. Kraft, joined his father and brothers in the business. We continue to grow in size because we do the finest work on each
and every floral product that leaves our store.

We now have four locations, Breckinridge Lane (our main store), Hurstbourne Lane, Brownsboro Road, and Dixie High-
way or "Southwest". Our trucks are equipped with two-way radios and we deliver city-wide three times daily. Nanz &
Kraft has the lowest delivery fee in Louisville that ranges from $3.00 to $13.95. We offer a full range of services; cut
flower arrangements, fruit baskets, wedding planning, plants, silks, plant maintenance and design, and a wide assortment
of giftware in our gift shop.
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Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Nanz & Kraft Florists

Courtesy David Kraft, business historian:
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Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Nanz & Kraft Florists
Courtesy Al Ring collection of St. Matthews Fire Department History:

November 21, 1976: Blaze heavily damages florist shop and office, by Ken Loomis, The Courier-Journal: A three-
alarm fire, fanned by strong winds, roared through the Nanz & Kraft Florists building at 141 Breckinridge Lane in Louis-
ville yesterday morning, destroying or heavily damaging the florist shop and five business offices in the rambling, two-
story structure.

E. Ramsey Kraft, the operator of the florist shop and part owner of the building, estimated the damage at $300,000 to
$500,000. Kraft, his son and an employee were driven from the building by smoke only minutes after the fire was detect-
ed about 9:30 a.m.

Within a half-hour after the first alarm was sounded at 9:39 a.m., nearly 100 firemen and 16 pieces of equipment from two
fire departments were battling the blaze, which was brought under control at 10:39 a.m.

Lt. Col. Bert Sils, an assistant chief, said 60 men and 13 pieces of equipment from the Louisville Fire Department re-
sponded.

Although the building is in the City of Louisville, it is only one block from the heart of St. Matthews, and the St. Mat-
thews Volunteer Fire Department also responded with three trucks and 39 men, according to Fire Chief John Monohan.

One fire fighter was injured. Louisville Capt. Joseph Vessels fell through a second-story balcony railing at the front of the
building. He was taken to Suburban Hospital, where he was treated for a back injury and released.

Kraft, his 12-year-old son Eddie and Marcia Zeh, a floor designer, were working in the building when the fire started.

Mrs. Zeh said she first noticed smoke right after an electric coffee-maker had been plugged in near the front of the shop.
She said that, when she looked toward the coffee-maker, she saw ceiling high flames in a display of dried pampas grass
nearby and called to Kraft, who was in the greenhouse for help.

Kraft said he carried a fire extinguisher from the greenhouse section, just behind the store area, into the front room and
tried to put out the blaze “but the smoke forced us out within 30 seconds.”

While Mrs. Zeh and Eddie Kraft ran to a nearby building to call firemen, Kraft stopped St. Matthews Mayor Bernard
Bowling, who was passing in his car, and Bowling also radioed an alarm.

By the time the first units responded, said Sils, the fire was spreading rapidly toward the back of the building, which is at
the northeast corner of Willis Avenue and Breckinridge Lane.

A special call for an extra truck was sent at 9:44 am., a second alarm at 9:47 am, and the final alarm at 9:51 am.

More than a dozen cars from the Louisville, Jefferson County and St. Matthews Police Departments converged on the fire
to reroute traffic around the area.

By the time the blaze was brought under control, the florist shop and adjoining gift shop on Breckinridge Lane had been
gutted, and there was heavy damage to offices of the Millett Hardwood Co. and Langdon & Associates, a freight broker,
upstairs.

Less severely damaged were the second-floor office of Coast to Coast Lumber Co. and the ground floor offices of Ben
Thornbury Realtor and Louisville Right to Life all in the rear of the building on the Willis Avenue side.

Thornbury said the damage to his office had been limited to water and smoke damage. However, Margie Montgomery,
executive director of Right to Life of Louisville, said the fire had destroyed “irreplaceable films and files” and some mov-
ie equipment.

Kraft said it was fortunate the fire had, started on a Sunday morning when no one was in the other offices. There were no
customers in the florist shop and adjoining gift shop, said Kraft, but he had scheduled a pre-Christmas open house for the
afternoon and expected several hundred people then.

Kraft said the rambling, concrete-block structure was built in sections, with the first section constructed in the mid 1930’s.
The family business has been at or near the present location since it was founded in 1850, he said.

Kraft said he expected the whole structure would have to be rebuilt over the next several months.

In the meantime, he said, he would transfer his business operations to a former tree nursery at Hubbards Lane and West-
port Road.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Nanz & Kraft Florists
Courtesy Al Ring collection of St. Matthews Fire Department History:
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MORE THAN 100 Louisville and St. Matthews fire-
fighters battled a smoky, wind-whipped Sunday
morning blaze that gutted the Nanz & Kraft florist, a
gift shop and other offices at the corner of Breckin-
ridge Lane and Willis Avenue. (by Robbin Garr III)

Typical “meeting of the minds” between Chief and Of-
ficer on the right!!!! Captain Al Ring center.
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Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Nanz & Kraft Florists
Courtesy David Kraft, business historian, November 21, 1976, Nanz & Kraft Florists :




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Nanz & Kraft Florists
Courtesy David Kraft, business historian, November 21, 1976, Nanz & Kraft Florists :




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Nanz & Kraft Florists
Courtesy The Voice-Tribune: July 17, 2008, by Matthew Ralph.

150 years in bloom, Nanz and Kraft family owned for five generations.

As youngsters, Eddie, Michael and David Kraft used to run around their family’s floral {
shop squirting each other with water pistols disguised as flowers.

Today, they are carrying on a family business started five generations ago in 1850 as part-
ners of St. Matthews-based Nanz & Kraft Florists.

Though they have branched out with stores on Hurstbourne Lane, Brownsboro Road and
Dixie Highway, the Kraft brothers now occupy offices in the Breckenridge Road location
where they had their first jobs as kids helping with flower deliveries, sweeping floors and
well, wreaking the kind of havoc boys know best.

“I can’t tell you all of it,” Eddie Kraft said of the mischief he and his brothers caused as § :
kids.

It was enough to make their father, Edward Ramsey Kraft, admittedly a little nervous
when he took his boys under his wing and showed them the ropes. Ramsey Kraft, who
retired a year and a half ago, said he couldn’t be more proud of the way his sons have
carried on his customer-first mentality. Michael, David and Eddie
. . . . Kraft in the garden of their
All three brothers said they learned the importance of customer service from their dad, .o coe in St. Matthews

who learned it from his father. Playing oftf the customer is always right mantra, Eddie MATT RALPI-i ¢ b
recently had some buttons for his employees to wear that say “Yes we can.” | contrib-

uting photographer

The word no isn’t part of the Nanz & Kraft vernacular, explained Eddie, who handles
advertising and oversees the branch stores, greenhouse and gift shop.

Through various moves — the original business was started downtown near where Spalding University is now — and indus-
try changes, customer service has been the thing the Kraft family has prided itself in. The Krafts trace back to the German
immigrant who founded the business by marriage. Harry Kraft Jr., the Kraft brothers great-great grandfather, married the
daughter of Henry Nanz’s son and became a business partner.

The rest has been a century-and-a-half of family history. The Kraft name was incorporated into the business’s moniker in
1958.

“You do feel the pressure,” Eddie Kraft said. “You don’t want to be the one to drop the ball. You want to see it go to the
next generation.”

Grandpa Kraft is already scouting out that next generation, which ranges in age from 2-and-a-half to 12. He said he re-
cently had a heart-to-heart with all six grandchildren and told them he’d like to see someone carry on the flame.

David Kraft, the youngest of the three brothers at 38, said working in the family business means he gets to see his family
more than he would otherwise.

“It’s great,” said David, who oversees the company’s extensive Internet operation. “I get to see my family every day.”

On the flip-side, it also means working through differences and scheduling time to be together as a family without talking
business.

“Sometimes we have to force ourselves to have meetings,” Eddie Kraft said.

Michael Kraft, who handles purchasing and oversees the design center, said having three owners, each focusing on a spe-
cific area, streamlines business. Each brother brings a different level of expertise and skill set to the table, Michael noted.

That they all share the same last name that customers have come to know and trust for generations is an added bonus, Mi-
chael Kraft said.

“You get to see people who have asked for my grandfather and asked for my father now ask for us,” he said.

You could say Michael and his brothers have come a long way without going very far.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Old Stone Inn
Courtesy http://www.bizjournals.com/louisville/stories/1997/08/18/story3.html?t=printable:

Business First—OId Stone Inn back with new owners August 15, 1997. by Eric Benmour

This article has been edited because there have been several owners since this was printed and I don’t even know if the
restaurant is open today. All phone calls met with disconnected phone numbers

The building opened around 1800, and has served as a private residence, tavern, stagecoach stop and, for most of the last
75 years, as a restaurant.

The Old Stone Inn has been a restaurant for most of 73 years. Virginia Snider and Elizabeth Plues bought the former
stagecoach stop in 1924 and changed it to the Old Stone Inn restaurant. They sold it shortly after that, but bought it again
in 1930 and ran it until 1969.

The restaurant changed hands at least twice more since then.

Most recently, Joyce Hutcherson and her family operated it as a restaurant, a bed-and-breakfast and gift shop, for eight
years.

They closed the restaurant and bed-and-breakfast in June. Joyce Hutcherson could not be located for comment.
Allen Purnell declined to say whether the Old Stone Inn was making money under the Hutchersons.
He said he is anxious to see what Mike Stone can do and believes he'll succeed.

"He's got a lot of experience in the food industry and the restaurant business," Purnell said. "If he'll serve good food, 1
think people will come."

Courtesy, http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cache.virtualtourist.com/1/2875608-The_Old_Stone Inn-
Kentucky.jpg&imgrefurl=http://members.virtualtourist.com/m/72fb7/50e/2/
&h=130&w=182&sz=8&tbnid=2_ReVIZ-
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BLIJ::&tbnh=72&tbnw=101&prev=/images%3Fq%3DO01d%2BStone%2BInn%2BKY %2B%2Bpicture%2B%
2Bphoto&hl=en&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=1&ct=image&cd=1

The above photo and —The Old Stone Inn, a national historic landmark, was built in 1817 by slave labor with stones tak-
en from a quarry on the farm site of this frontier coach stop. Its two-foot thick stone walls still bear bullet holes from the
Civil War. It has served as a tavern, stagecoach stop, inn, residence, and since the 1920s, a restaurant. Accommodation is
provided in rooms. Upstairs at the Old Stone Inn, they have converted a generous common area into an art gallery, featur-
ing regional art, crafts, and artists. The restaurant serves dinner Thursday through Saturday. They serve lunch Thursday
through Sunday.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:

Courtesy http://www.old-stone-inn.com/history.html
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Old Stone Inn

History

There are few buildings in the state of
Kentucky that have operated for centuries
- Old Stone Inn has that distinction. His-
torical records date back to the early
1800's when the building's construction
became complete. Final completion of the
structure is believed to have happened in
1817, a year after Simpsonville, Ken-
tucky was established as a town.

Old Stone Inn has passed through many
hands in history. It has served as a stage-
coach stop, tavern, residence, inn and
since the 1920's, a restaurant. It is listed
as a national historic landmark and has a

® long list of historical visitors including
P the famous General Lafayette of the civil

war and former president Andrew Jack-

" son.

Constructed of course limestone gathered
from a nearby quarry with flat jack arches
over openings, the building was advanced
for its time in history. The original stone
structure has foot wide door facings - the
width of the cut stone - and wide plank
hardwood floors. There used to be eight
original fireplaces, however only four re-
main.

The front of the building once had a door
located to the right of the main double

door entrance (see black and white photo above). This second door lead directly into the former tav-
ern which served in the 1830's. Records are unclear as to how long it remained in service. Today, the
second entrance is now a window which added symmetry to Old Stone's facade.

Upon passing through another owner's hands in the 1920's, the building became known as "Ye Old

Stone Inn" which served as tearoom.

The side additions were added in the 1970's to accommodate the crowds. Old Stone Inn proudly ob-
tained historical honor in 1976 when it became listed on the National Historic Register.

Old Stone Inn's present owner is Allen and Robert Purnell whom purchased the building in 1987.

* History information gathered from "The New History of Shelby County, Kentucky".



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: One Hundredth Division
From http://www.armyreserve.army.mil/USARC/DIV-IT/0100DIV-IT/Overview.htm

100th Division (Institutional Training)

Overview
The 100th Divi- "Train 'em Tough!" SiOn ) )
(Institutional Training)  is

the largest Insti- tutional Train-
ing Division in the United States Army Reserve Command with its headquarters located in Louisville, Ky. at the Major
General Benjamin J. Butler Army Reserve Center. The Division consists of six brigades, including: an Initial Entry Train-
ing Brigade with Armor and Cavalry squadrons; an IET brigade for Infantry One Station Unit Training; a Combat Support
Brigade; a Combat Service Support Brigade; a Training Support Brigade; and a Basic Combat Training brigade.
The division also includes the 100th Division Band, and the Headquarters and Headquarters Company.

Mission
In peacetime, the mission of the 100th Division (Institutional Training) is to:

Provide quality military training and education in Combat Support, Combat Service Support and Initial Entry Training.

The Division's Institutional Training Brigades provide Soldiers of the Army Reserve, National Guard and Active Army
with Military Occupational Specialty and Professional Development courses under The Army School System to prepare
them for increasing levels of responsibility and readiness.

In the event of mobilization, the Division will provide Drill Sergeants and TASS Instructors to backfill and augment Train-
ing and Doctrine Command installations and the Army Medical Department Center and School, as well as continue to pro-
vide instruction to members of the Army Reserve not affected by the mobilization.

The 100th Division has Soldiers assigned in Army Reserve centers located throughout the states of Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Tennessee and Kentucky.

Partial History

The unit was inactivated in January 1946 at Fort Patrick Henry, Virginia, and reactivated as the U.S. Army Reserve 100th
Airborne Division later that fall in Louisville. The unit was redesignated as the 100th Infantry Division in 1952, and the
100th became a replacement training division in 1955.

In 1959 it was re-designated the 100th Division for Institutional Training. The mission was to teach basic, advanced indi-
vidual and common training to new Soldiers. In 1961 President John F. Kennedy mobilized 1,500 Centurymen to Fort
Chaffee, Ark., during the Berlin Crisis. The 100th did the country proud by training some 32,000 Soldiers after rebuilding
long unused and dilapidated rifle ranges, barracks and other facilities. With the training mission accomplished, the unit was
demobilized in August 1962 and returned to reserve status.

In 1977 the unit’s mission changed from basic combat and advanced individual armor training to one-station unit training.
The mission was to prepare for mobilization missions by conducting entry level training for enlistees in one station format
in armor or armor recon. In 1978, it was selected as the first Army Reserve unit to be equipped with its own M-1 tanks, and
the only training division with the mission of conducting training on the M-1 Abrams tank and the M-3 Bradley Cavalry
vehicle. By 1986 the Division was considered the largest reserve unit in Kentucky, commanding 58 percent of all Army
Reserve Soldiers in the state with an annual economic impact of $25 million.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: One Hundredth Division
Courtesy Al Ring, May 2008:




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: One Hundredth Division
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: One Hundredth Division
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:

One Hundredth Division

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: One Hundredth Division
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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COL, FRANK D, STONE, acting chlef of smi! for rwo brigades of Kenoucky's 100th Army Reserve
Division (Training) coafers with his acting sergeant major, Robert L, Davis, during the recent ene
campment at Fort Jackson, 5. C, Colone! Stone, of 3213 Five Qaks Pl is foll-time staff adminis-
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August 7, 1969
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10th Training Division came home Saturday, Aug. 23, aflter
two weeks of annual actlve duty training at Fort Knox, The group
included from left, SFC, Ralph D, Givan, 55G. Gilbert F, Duncan
Ir., Capt, Joseph F, Bube, Lt, Eugene C, Stemmle Jr,, and SSG,
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August 28, 1969



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Otter Creek Park
Courtesy http://www.louisvilleky.gov/MetroParks/parks/ottercreek/

Otter Creek Park is one of the treasures of the Louisville Metro Parks system. Otter Creek's 2,600 acres offer an abundance
of outdoor experiences, including hiking, horseback riding, mountain biking, disc golf, camping, cabin rentals, venues for
corporate and social events, adventure programs, a Nature Center, and astronomical observatory and more!

The park is located approximately 25 miles southwest of downtown Louisville along the Ohio River in Meade County, Ken-
tucky. It is accessible from Dixie Highway, just 14 miles south of the Gene Snyder Freeway.

The park was established in 1937.

History of Otter Creek Park

1934

The National Parks Service selects 3,000 acres of beautiful land In Meade County, Ky., to
serve as a recreational area for residents of Loulsville and neighboring towns, (Today, the
park's acreage is 2,600, after land swaps with Ft. Knox.)

1937

Otter Creek Park opens to the public.

1938

The first camp at Otter Creek Park is built and leased by the YMCA to become Camp Piomingo.

1947

In recognition of the city's service during World War 1!, the Federal Government endows Otter
Creek Park to the City of Loulsville,

1965

A new girl scout camp area - Camp Twin Ridges - Is constructed. The park's family
campground increases In size, Plonic areas are tripled

1967~
1968

The Nature Center Is dedicated. The center features exhibits and educational programs an
wildlife, soll, rock fermations and other aspects of the area. This new facility allows
environmental education to become part of the overall focus of the park, A bridge is buiit
over Otter Creek to open up a new recreatlonal area and a 50-unit camping area that can be
used in the winter,

1975

President Ford transfers 197 acres of surplus land from Fort Knox military reservation to the
City of Loulsville to be added to Otter Creek Park.

1980-
1983

A conference center avericoking the Ohio River is constructed, With first class fadilities and a
beautiful, scenic view, the park becomes a popular and *natural" choice for large events
especially weddings.

1984

The historic Van Buren Lodge Is destroyed by fire,

1985

The Van Buren Lodge is restored and expanded to accommodate 30 people.

1986

Otter Creek Park builds a disc golf course,

1995

Otter Creek Park becornes a division of Metro Parks,

2001

A new master plan is adopted for Otter Creek Park, The plan was developed by a task force
chaired by former Loulsville Mayor Frank Burke,

2003

A $316,000 road project, called for In the master plan, is completed. The new road alignment
improves wayfinding within the park.

Five new group cabins are added at Camp Tecumseh, completing a $120,000 project called for
In the park's master plan

2004

Several aging cabins in the park are damaged or destroyed by a major storm.

2006

3 new studio cabins replaced 3 family cabins that were destroyed by the July 13, 2004 wind
storm, at a cost of $123 thousand,




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Otter Creek Park
Courtesy The Courier-Journal, December 2, 2008, by Jessie Halladay:

Otter Creek Park to close as part of budget cuts

Otter Creek Park, which gets roughly 500,000 visitors a year, will close indefinitely Dec. 14 as part of Mayor Jerry Abram-
son's proposal to help find $20 million in budget cuts.

The Meade County park owned by Louisville loses $500,000 a year, which makes it too expensive for the city to continue
operating, Abramson said yesterday.

It's a decision that trail runners, mountain bikers and fly fishermen lamented yesterday as they face losing what they de-
scribe as a natural beauty and one of the area's nicest parks.

And it means that the sixth annual Otter Creek Trail Marathon, which is expected to draw about 300 participants, could be
the last time runners take to the park's trails.

"Otter Creek is probably one of the greatest treasures" that the Metro Parks Department has, said Cynthia Heady, a regular
runner at the park and organizer of the marathon.

But by closing the park in Meade County, Abramson said the city can save $180,000 for the last half of this fiscal year,
which ends June 30. No full-time employees are losing their jobs, but will be reassigned to other spots in the park system.

The park contains a lodge and rental cabins, but the revenue generated is not enough to offset the cost of maintaining the
park.

So the city plans to shut down and winterize the cabins and close the park to public access starting Dec. 14.

Jason Cissell, a spokesman for the parks department, said there will still be access to a nearby Girl Scout camp, and access
is being worked out for the YMCA camp that operates there mostly in the summer.

Metro Parks is attempting to work with people who have weddings or other events scheduled there to come up with alterna-
tive sites.

Mike Dulin, president of the Kentucky Mountain Bikers Association, said the loss of the park will greatly reduce options for
cyclists. The park boasts 18 to 20 miles of trails designed for bikes and runners.

Without the park, Dulin said, area mountain biking enthusiasts will be left with just about 14 miles of trails between Waver-
ly and Cherokee parks.

"It's a shame," he said, adding that it doesn't speak well for a city that has tried to increase cycling and other healthy lifestyle
options.

"It's a major black eye in terms of the bicycle-friendly initiatives," Dulin said. "There are far better ways that the govern-
ment can cut money. It seems like our priorities are far, far out of line."

In making the announcement about the park's closure, Abramson said he has asked officials at nearby Fort Knox to see if
they would consider options for taking over the land.

Otter Creek is the only park that is operated by the city that is not in the city.

The federal government gave the property to the city in 1947 in recognition of Louisville's efforts during World War II. The
property can only be sold, leased or assigned to another government entity and only with approval from the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior.

Phil Kirkland of Shelby County said he's disappointed to hear of the park's closing. Kirkland regularly visits the park to go
fly fishing, often with members of the Derby City Fly Fishers, of which he is president.

"We see it as a wonderful local resource," Kirkland said. "The natural beauty is there to behold."



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Parkway Field

Courtesy http://library.louisville.edu/uarc/digre/parkway.html
A Brief History of Parkway Field

Parkway Field began as a professional baseball park. In the early 1920s the University decided to consolidate many of its
programs on a new main campus at Third and Eastern Parkway. What became known as the Belknap Campus was pur-
chased from the Louisville and Jefferson County Children's Home (better known as the Industrial School of Reform) in Jan-
uary, 1923. To help finance the purchase, the trustees at the same time agreed to sell about eight acres of the thirty-nine acre
tract to the "Louisville Base Ball Company." That group needed a new home for the Louisville Colonels, whose Eclipse
Park at Seventh and Kentucky had burned down the year before. The new stadium at Parkway Field opened on May 1,
1923, complete with a grandstand that was reported to accommodate 18,000 fans.

Nearly thirty-one years later, on December 31, 1953, the University bought Parkway Field from the "Louisville Baseball
Club" and agreed to lease it to the club for ten years. The Colonels stayed at Parkway Field until the 1956 season, when they
moved to Fairgrounds Stadium.

Several star major leaguers played at Parkway Field, including Babe Ruth in 1924, 1928 and 1932, and Jackie Robinson in
1946. On June 2, 1924, in an exhibition game that saw the Colonels beat the New York Yankees 7-6, the Babe, according to
Bruce Dudley, then sports editor of the Courier-Journal, "socked the gosh-awfullest ball that ever has been croaked in the
history of the game in Louisville." Though that seventh-inning blast went foul, "Louisville never can believe that any foul
ever has gone higher or farther. For many moments it seemed that the ball would drop on the grain elevators across the road
beyond the right field barrier." Then "in the ninth inning everybody stood, seemingly in a farewell salute to a national hero,
and Babe Ruth, the hero, merited that mark of homage by crashing the ball over the Louisville Provision Company's sign in
right center field." Accordmg to a more recent account by Mike Barry of the Louisville 7imes, the homerun ball landed in
the Thomason Oil Company service station, which was on the southeast corner of Brook and Eastern Parkway.

Parkway Field also served as a home for the Cardinal Football team from 1952-1954. As a result, football great Johnny Uni-
tas played at Parkway Field, as well.

U of L baseball was played on Parkway Field until 1996. U of L next used Derby City Field and the Old Cardinal Stadium
at the Kentucky Fair and Expo Center for baseball games until April 2005 when Patterson Field opened at Third and Cen-
tral. Parkway Field lives on in Patterson Stadium, however. Green bricks from Parkway Field's left field wall were used in
the roof supports, and the new stadium's batter's box contains dirt from the old stadium's infield.

Adapted from Morison, William: "Reflections: Has Parkway Field Always Been Part of U of L?" Inside U of L, June 1,
1982; Cox, Dwayne and William Morison, The University of Louisville (Lexington, KY: The University Press of Kentucky:
¢2000), pp. 67, 133-134; Johnson, Katherine Burger, "Parkway Field," unpublished manuscript, 1998.
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Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Parkway Field
Courtesy httphttp://www.give.louisville.edu/parkwayfield/
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April 16, 1942, opening day

Home Teams:
Louis- ville White
Sox (NNL1
1931), Louisville
Black Caps (NSL 1932), Louisville Buckeyes (NAL 1949), Louisville Black Colonels NAL 1954)————This park was

built in 1923 by William F. Knebelkamp, and was criticized for it. Baseball wasn't too strong in Louisville at that time, but
once they saw the large concrete and steel Ipark with a large grandstand, the masses were happy. Nothing like this had been
built in (IfOUiSVﬂ}lle betfore. The left field wall is very tall to protect the road behind it and the large, hand operated scoreboard
that used to be there.

The grandstand was torn down in 1961, but the brick walls (pictured above) still remain. This field was used by the
University of Louisville until they moved into Cardinal Stadium.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Pearson's Funeral Home
Courtesy http://www.pearsonfuneralhome.com/

160

Years of L. D. Pearson & Sons

Louisville published its first city directory in 1832, listing 15,000 inhabitants. That same year, a young cabinet-maker, Lo-
renzo Dow Pearson, left Shelby County to seek his fortune in the boom town on the frontier of the "New West".

In 1848, the same year that Cave Hill Cemetery was dedicated, he set up shop at Second and Main, next to the original Galt
House.

Occasionally, he was asked to construct wooden coffins. Demand created the need to inventory ready made coffins and pro-
vide additional services, and within a very short time, he was established as an "undertaker", or one who undertook the ar-
rangements for burial.

Within a few years, he moved to a location between Second and Third on Jefferson. There business was conducted until
1898, when it was moved to a large brick residence on the southeast corner of Third and Chestnut.

Durinﬁ those years, the firm witnessed the Civil War and the growth of Louisville as one of the South's largest cities,
growth which was paralleled by the firm and its profession. Edward C. Pearson, son of the founder, became a leader in pro-
moting the education and licensing of embalmers, and he himself held the first embalmer's license issued in Kentucky. He
also designed the original wood paneled hearse. When motor vehicles came into use, one of these bodies was mounted on a
motor-driven chassis and became Louisville's first motor-driven hearse. Within seven years of that innovation, the horse-
drawn funeral disappeared, and the stable, which had been a part of every undertaker's equipment, was replaced by the Fu-
neral Auto Company, of which E. C. Pearson was the first President.

In 1917, the third generation of Pearsons assumed direction of the business under E. Clarence Pearson, succeeded in '38 by
his brother W. Edward Pearson.

In 1924, one of Louisville's most beautiful private residences, on Third and Ormsby, became the home of the Pearson insti-
tution. That same year, Pearson's was invited into membership in the Seleted Independent Funeral Homes (formerly Nation-
al Selected Morticians), the premiere association of funeral homes worldwide. Two of the Pearsons, E. C. Pearson and Da-
vid F. Pearson have served as directors on the board of NSM. making them two of only five funeral directors in Kentucky to
ever hold that position. Under the leadership of Clyde, E. C. and Robert A. Pearson, an additional funeral home was built at
149 Breckenridge Lane in 1951. Pearson's fifth home has been located in the heart of the City of St. Matthews since nearly
the city's beginning, having incorporated in 1950. The St. Matthews home became the main office of Pearson's following
the sale of their Third Street Home in 1978.

Today, the business is in the hands of the fifth generation. David F. and Robert S. Pearson succeeded their fathers in 1986.
Robert S. Pearson is currently President of the firm, while David F. Pearson and Larry L. Robbins serve on the Board of
Directors.

In 2001, the 50 year-old facility on Breckenridge Lane was renovated, adding a new lounge, visitation room, additional re-
strooms, and improved parking.

Robert and David Pearson are committed to carrying on the traditions of a vocation which has passed from father to son in
an unbroken line since its founding - a tradition of thoughtful, sympathetic, and intelligent service.


http://www.pearsonfuneralhome.com/index.html

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Pearson's Funeral Home
Courtesy http://www.pearsonfuneralhome.com/ April 2001 renovation

After 50 years at our present location at 149 Breckenridge Lane, Pearson's has expanded our facilities to serve you
better. This is the second major addition/renovation to our Breckenridge Lane location. The first addition was in
1967 when we added the formal chapel seen below. The addition includes a second lounge (top left), new grand foyer,
an additional visitation room, handicap-accessible women's parlor, handicap-accessible men's room, floral delivery
room, and improved rear parking.




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Pearson's Funeral Home

Courtesy The Voice-Tribune: Final Resting Place, At 160, Pearson’s is oldest family-owned fu-
neral home, by Hannah Jones, July 10, 2008

Ben Franklin once said, “In this world nothing is certain but death and taxes.” So it stands to reason that many funeral
homes have histories that stretch back to the 1800s.

In Louisville, Pearson’s Funeral Home is the oldest family-owned and operated funeral home. In the last 160 years it has
seen six generations of Pearsons.

It is currently operated by Robin Pearson, fifth generation. His cousin, David Pearson, also fifth generation, operated the
business until his retirement in 2006.

Beginnings: Pearson’s was founded by Lorenzo Dow Pearson, a cabinetmaker who moved from Shelby County to Louis-
ville in 1832. In 1848 he opened a shop and occasionally was asked to construct wooden coffins.

Soon he realized a demand for funeral services and began to create an inventory of ready-made coffins as well as offering
his services as an undertaker. The Civil War and the growth of Louisville spurred the success of the business. Lorenzo’s
son, E. C. Pearson, took over and made great innovations in modernizing the profession.

In 1924, two members of the third generation moved the firm to the Ferguson Mansion in Old Louisville, which currently
houses the Filson Historical Society. In 1951, three members of the fourth generation opened the current home at 149
Breckenridge Lane in St. Matthews.

The funeral business was a normal part of life for Pearson children. While never involved with the business as a child, Rob-
in Pearson recalled visiting his cousin, David, who lived on the third floor of the Old Louisville location, where the boys
would play in the basement where the caskets were stored.

Ups and downs: Robin Pearson said the highlight of his career was when he and David bought the business from the
fourth generation and the fifth generation held sole ownership of the company.

However, a tragic death recently touched the Pearson family itself.

In April 2006, David Pearson’s son, Courtney, who had worked in the family business for more than a decade and was
poised to be the sixth generation to take over operations, lost his battle with melanoma at age 39.

Not only was the family grieving the loss, but they also had to face the idea that the long line of family involvement was
going to come to an end.

“The long-term vision for Pearson’s is undecided for the time,” David Pearson said. “The short-term is, I plan on staying for
a while.”

One step ahead: The Pearson family has always taken pride in the facilities it offers.
“That’s all a part of the success story of our family firm,” Pearson said.

Following the Civil War, E. C. Pearson, son of the founder, held the first embalmers license in Kentucky and designed the
original wood-paneled hearse. When automobiles were still an innovation, Pearson’s was the first funeral home in Louis-
ville to own a motor-driven hearse.

In 1968, Pearson’s was the first funeral home in the Southeast to build a formal chapel.

In the last few decades, as cremation rose as a choice, Pearson’s became the first funeral home to offer a rental casket for
use during the visitation.

Today, Pearson’s makes it a priority to update its facilities frequently, making sure the decorations are “fresh and new” yet
tasteful, Pearson said.

Pearson’s goal is for people to feel comfortable and at home.
“That is why the sign says funeral home not house,” he said.
All in the family: “I was never going to go into the family business,” Pearson said.

After graduating college, he planned to attend dental school. Over the summer, he asked his dad if he could work for the
funeral home as a temporary job.

“I found funeral service very much to my liking,” Pearson said, so he decided to attend mortuary school instead of dental
school.

He said his family never pressured him to take over the business because they wanted their children to find fulfilling ca-
reers.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Pearson's Funeral Home

Courtesy The Voice-Tribune: Final Resting Place, At 160, Pearson’s is oldest family-owned fu-
neral home, by Hannah Jones, July 10, 2008

“You can’t like what you do; you have to love what you do,” he said.
And Pearson has always loved working so closely with his family members.
“My dad and two uncles were the best teachers sons could ever ask for,” Pearson said.

Pearson acknowledges that even though it is a family-run business, they have a staff that he works with closely and deeply
appreciates.

“Even though they don’t share the same last name that we do, they’re family,” he said.
And Pearson is grateful to be a part of the Pearson tradition.

“It has been a privilege for both David and me to serve the community into the fifth generation.”

Robin Pearson, fifth generation owner
and operator of Pearson’s Funeral
Home, with a portrait of his great-
great-grandfather, Lorenzo Dow Pear-
son.

HANNAH JONES | Voice-Tribune

http://www.pearsonfuneralhome.com/
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Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Plantation Swim Club
Courtesy The Voice-Jeffersonian, April 9, 1970:
Top Crop: Swimmers—East End club knows the sweet smell of success

“We’re not good enough yet for the Nationals, but we’re on the road.”
The time, 1958...the speaker, Ralph Wright, cofounder and head coach at plantation Swim Club.

Wright’s plantation team had just captured the men’s championship in the Kentucky State AAU swimming and diving
meet. Five state and six meet records had fallen, plantation Swim a Club was only a month past its first birthday!

Dynamic, quotable Ralph Wright was in the first stages of building “one of the strongest teams in the South and Midwest.”
That was how this holder of swim titles in the United States, Australia, and Hawaii envisioned the future for Plantation.

Host to the Nationals: Eleven years later Plantation was host to the Nationals. The cream of the U. S. aquatic crop gath-
ered at plantation for the National AAU Long Course Swimming and Diving Championships, Aug. 8 through 11, 1969. Of
the 18 local young people attempting to qualify for the final events, 15 were Plantation’s own.

When the Nationals ended, Plantation saluted its women’s team for placing 7th, its 400-meter women’s medley relay, plac-
ing 2nd, and two individual place winners...one a swimmer and one a diver.

Last month, Plantation carried off the Kentucky State AAIJ swimming and diving championship for the ninth time in 10
years.

Opened July 22, 1957: How did it all begin? Plantation Swim Club opened July 22, 1957, as the Louisville area’s first
combined subdivision and swim club. The $250,000 social and recreational center featured an Olympic-sized pool with a
movable bulkhead for varied-distance meets. A minimum of 1,000 members was anticipated and a full recreation schedule--
tennis, baseball, softball--was planned. About 150 youngsters participated in the first summer’s swim program, an early
indication of the primary interest of club management and members.

The tennis program was spearheaded by a summertime pro who launched a tourney during the first summer of full-time
activity. The British Davis Cup captain, Charles Hare, was featured in a tennis clinic.

Today, plantation’s four all-weather courts are lighted for year-round play. Two of the courts are covered with a special
bubble by the Louisville Indoor Racquet Association to use during five winter months.

The nucleus: swimming: Swimming, however, was and is the nucleus of Club activities. The first plantation Outdoor Invi-
tational Swimming and Diving Championship was begun in 1959,

Promoting interest in swimming was another theme of early Plantation days. In the Great Aquacade of 1958, pat McCor-
mick, an Olympic diving champion, appeared with a professional comedy-diving team.

By 1960 Plantation listed just over 300 registered swimmers. Meet records were beginning to fall like autumn leaves. Plan-
tation and archrival Lakeside set 22 new state records in 27’ events at the Kentucky State AAU meet that year. Plantation
totted up another first by capturing the MidWest Swimming championship.

Formula for success: What was the chemistry of plantation’s success?

“Increased competition, better talent harder training— that’s the answer, Coach Wright said in August, 1960. Competition
was increasing, abetted by national affluence and the widespread emergence of age-group swimming. Youngsters of “six—
and-under” age-group could now share in training and competition. Age-group enabled swimmers of similar physical ma-
turity to compete among themselves. Swim teams mushroomed across the U.S. and many Kentuckiana families joined this
new way of life...summer’s daily training, meet schedules and team travels.

Bobrows join staff: Year-round swim training under Plantation’s own roof, possible with the convertible pool, intensified
team activity, after 1965. Greg Bobrow, a member of the first championship free—style relay of 1958, became assistant
coach in 1964. His brother, Ronald D. Bobrow, joined the staff two years later. In 1966 Bob Long was added to instruct the
divers. Long is a former Small-College Diving All American, another first for Plantation, the only club in Kentucky with a
professional diving coach.

In 1966 Plantation sent seven hopefuls to the girls’ events in the Nationals at Bartlesville, Okla. The Nationals are recog-
nized as a major step toward a berth on the U.S. Olympic team. Fourteen-year-old Susie Shields competed in the 100-meter
butterfly and freestyle events...but her day had not yet dawned!

Ralph Wright’s death: Then, late in 1966, tragedy intervened. Ralph Wright’s death shocked and saddened the sports
world, but the house that Ralph had built stood firm. Its foundation stones were dedicated parents, superbly conditioned
swimmers, professional coaches and a tradition of winning.

Celebrating its 10th birthday in 1967, Plantation noted that its complex had grown from one to three pools, a par—three,
nine-hole golf course, a dining room, and four all-weather tennis courts. It was now known as Plantation Country Club.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Plantation Swim Club
Courtesy The Voice-Jeffersonian, April 9, 1970: Photo courtesy Al Ring June 2008:
Top Crop: Swimmers—East End club knows the sweet smell of success

The swimming and diving “Hall of Fame” at Plantation lists 14 High School All Americans, one AAU All American, one
college All American, Region 6 Championships, MidWest Champs, and Kentucky State AAU State Champions.

The Susie Shields story: The success of Plantation perhaps ss best pinpointed in Susie Shields. Her swimming career was
a steady upward climb, peaking (to use a swimming term) in her exciting finish for a bronze medal in the 1968 Olympics at
Mexico City.

Susie qualified for her Olympics berth with a sizzling second—place win in the 100—meter butterfly at the Los Angeles
Olympic Trials. Susie’s time was 104.6, seconds. On Oct. 22, Plantation and Kentuckiana fans watched breathlessly as she
captured the bronze medal for third place with a time of 106.5.

The summer after the Olympics marked the high tide of Plantation’s aspirations. When the Nationals began in August,
1969, it was the “culmination of four years of effort,” said Greg Bobrow, head coach and aquatics director.

Nine world records set: During the Nationals, more than 4,000 fans watched nine new world records set. There were 65
women and 127 men entered from 25 states.

Individual achievements were the most outstanding in the history of Plantation. The women’s team placed seventh (1/2
point out of sixth). A 400-meter Medley Relay team of Alice Wright, Dinah Wright Kathy Wyatt, and Susie Shields, raced
to a second-place silver medal.

Alice Wright, daughter of Plantation’s cofounder, earned a silver medal for her sparkling performance in the 100-meter
breaststroke. Another hometown favorite, Debbie Brown, a Plantation diver, out pointed many of the nation’s best to win
eighth place in the tower diving.

Divers set enviable mark: Since 1966 Plantation divers have never been out pointed in Region 6 competition. On five
occasions Plantation divers have made the finals in AAU National Championships. At the Region 6 Senior Indoor Champi-
onships this winter, the Club divers swept three of the four diving events.

The Nationals may have been high tide as a cumulative Club activity, but the 1968—69 season was strewn with victories.
Plantation won the Midwest Conference and Region 6 Championship, both for the fifth time; carried off the Breezeland
Invitational , the plantation Indoor Invitational championship, and the Kentucky AAU championships; took second place in
Age Group and Open at the Ohio Valley Conference.

Two girls made the Region 6 team which participated in the National Junior Olympics in San Diego, California. Robbin
Wright brought home a silver medal in backstroke and Lee Bethune captured the bronze medal for 100 meter free— style.

YOUNOETERS are oz of the caet of “The Wizard of O,
& weirr tuibet that will be prescsisd st the Plataison peol April
10, 15 4 12, The 13 v L




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Plantation Swim Club

Courtesy http://www.hawaiiswim.org/legacy/ralphwright/wright.html

Ralph R. Wright, Sr. — Born August 29, 1921, Lodi, California
® 1936 - Established his first national record in the 100 yard breaststroke.

® 1937 - At the age of 15, was one of 14 swimmers chosen to "Swim The Golden Gate" at the dedication of the Golden
Gate Bridge in San Francisco, California. Special Commemorative gold medals were issued to each of the 14 swimmers.

® 1938 - National Championships - Pioneered the Butterfly Stroke using an over-the-water arm recovery and breaststroke
kick.

® 1939 - All American Prep Swimmer in breaststroke.
® 1939 - American record breaker in the 100 yard breaststroke.

® 1940 and 1941 - National Junior College Record Holder and Swimming All-American, both years at Stockton Jr. Col-
lege.

® Ranked third in the nation twice while at College of the Pacific.

e While at College of the Pacific, played football for the legendary Coach Amos Alonzo Stagg. Joined U.S. Marine
Corps Officer Training Program while at College of the Pacific.

® 1940 - Held numerous records while attending College of the Pacific, including 100 yard breaststroke, 200 yard breast-
stroke and 300 1. M. relay.

® (Coached the Stockton High School team while in college. There was no money for a coach and the team had to rent
pool space. Mr. Wright staged "aquacades" to finance the team. He coached here for three years and won three sectional
championships.

® Majored in physical education at the College of the Pacific. During this time he did numerous exhibitions to promote
the sport of swimming.

1943 - Graduated from College of the Pacific.

1943 through 1946 - World War I, United States Marine Corps.

1946 - Hawaiian Champion and record holder in the 200 breaststroke and 300 .M.
1946 - Broke the Olympic and World Record in the 200 breaststroke.

1946 - Swam on the U.S. National Championship 800 Free Relay Team.

Member and President of the Hawaii Swimming Club when Coach Sakamoto's team won the National Championship
y the largest score ever amassed.

Beat the Olympic record twice in the breaststroke.
1946 - Pursued a Master's Degree in physical education at The University of Hawaii.

1947 - Successfully represented the United States in a tour of major Australian Swimming Championships; introduced
the "butterfly-breaststroke" to Australia.

® 1947 - Wrote a thesis entitled "A History of the Development of Competitive Swimming in Hawaii up to 1916".
® 1947 - Moved to Louisville, Kentucky.
® 1948 - 1951 Head Coach of the Y.M.C.A. in Louisville, Kentucky.

® (Coached Y.M.C.A. team to a "Southern Y Championship", turning out over 3,000 swimmers during his tenure at the
Y.M.C.A. Three national records were set by his swimmers.

® 1948 through 1951 - Head Coach of the University of Louisville Swim Team. For the three years he coached at the
University of Louisville, it was ranked "Best Collegiate Team in Kentucky".

1952 - Moved his family to Miami, Florida for three years.
1952 through 1955 - Served as Head Coach at the Ransom School. Coached Ransom School to a top ranking.
1952 through 1955 - Performed swimming and diving exhibitions at Miami hotels to promote the sport of swimming.

e 6 6 e o o 0 o o

Summer of 1953 - Taught swimming at Camp Cloudmount, Alabama.
Summer of 1954 and 1955 - Head Coach at the Lakeside Swim Club in Louisville, Kentucky.

1956 - Became President and General Manager of the proposed Plantation Swim Club in Louisville, Kentucky - the
first club of its kind east of the Mississippi.

® 1957 - Plantation Swim Club opened with a 50 meter outdoor pool and a 30 member swim team.

® 1958 through 1961 - Coached Plantation Swim Club to its first of many to follow Senior Men's State Championship.
The team had grown to 125 members.

® 1961 - Swam the 110 yard breaststroke event in an exhibition at Plantation Swim Club and set a new American Record
in the event at the age of 39.

1961 through 1962 - Served as Secretary/Treasurer of The American Swim Coaches Association.

® 1961 - Published the first monthly newsletter for ASCA - a task he began and did voluntarily for two years.
® 1961 through 1963 - American Swim Coaches Association board member.
® 1963 - Built the first convertible pool on the East Coast.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Plantation Swim Club

Courtesy http://www.hawaiiswim.org/legacy/ralphwright/wright.html

Ralph R. Wright, Sr. — Born August 29, 1921, Lodi, California

® 1965 - Three Plantation swimmers represented the United States on the U.S. team which defeated the Canadian All-Star
team that year.

® 1965 - Plantation swimmers set five new men's American records.

® 1965 - Plantation Swim Team had grown to over 300 swimmers. The team won championship meets in Kentucky, Indi-
ana, Ohio, Tennessee, and won the Mid-West Regional Championships.

® 1965 - 55 Plantation swimmers were given National Age Group Rankings making it one of the top teams in the coun-
try.

® 1966 - Under Coach Wright's leadership, Plantation successfully bid on the 1969 National Championships at a conven-
tion in New Orleans, Louisiana.

® 1966 - Runner up at the Long Distance National Championship.

® 1966 - Fall of this year found Plantation swimmers on the following college teams: Indiana, Kentucky, Eastern Ken-
tucky, Alabama, Yale, Florida State, Washington University and Villanova.

1966 - Plantation had ]13 first place national age group rankings.

1966 - Plantation Swim Club had 11 qualifiers to swim at A. A. U. Nationals.

1966 - There were 13 individual state champions at Plantation.

November 1, 1966 Ralph Wright tragically dies at the age of 45.

1966 - Ralph Wright Memorial Scholarship Fund established.

1969 - The Ralph Wright Memorial Swim Meets were established in Stockton, California and in Louisville, Kentucky.
1969 - Plantation wins Region 6 Senior Women's Championship.

® 1969 - Long Course Outdoor National Swimming and Diving Championships were held at and televised from Planta-
tion Swim Club.

1973 - National Outdoor Long Course Swimming and Diving Championships were again held at and televised from Planta-
tion Swim Club.
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Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:

November 29, 1956

Plantation Swim Club
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. .
At Iw be bulh
slte oa Wesipart
from  Dnarweed
sbout  four
Matihews, 3

.
The Clob u
on o M-acre
,  acrom
sibdivisien, That's
mides  freem S,
will be ealled the Plantaion
Swim Chib, NI will bhave the
largest swimming peal in Jeller-
son Coumty,

desse Dolknger sd  Ceurge
Martin, owners of the Dollinger-
Maribn bullding ficm in S M-
hews, will b ihe developers,
They alteady own the land. Along
with Ralph Wright they will op-
erate the Club,

Mr. Wright, 35, of 2332 Bonng-
castle, & o wlesman for Bollin.
ger-Mariln. A holdor of several
Australian, Hawasllan and Amer-
fean swimming records, he ha
|m¢lmd M Lahuside, the Metro-
| politan YALCA. snd ut the Unl
’vmily of Louksville.

...
I Me will be proddent and g.n-
eral mansger of the ehab.

| The pool would be 219 by @

feet whih muveable bulkhends, o
the lengih of the pool can be id-
Justel. That s to wecommudsiy
il champlonship awimmiog
evenls, no matier what the lengih,
In addition there would be an
inwrmediate pool and & wading
poal,

The tecelopment woukl alwe in-
cude u twe-giary clubhouse, and
ferilines for shuffieboard, lenals,
vulley Ball amd basketball,

Thees ' will sise be & Lisle
Leigue Basebal) diamond amd »
Joothall fiedd, ln addition 10 ple=
nic prounds,

*250,000 Swim Club
Slated To Be Built Here

Developers Shooting For

By Summer

Plans for = privule - enterprise, quartes - million - dollar
swimming and country ¢lub here by next summer were un-
veiled Tuesday ot the Canory Cottage.

The clubbouse Wil untuin
locker tooma, shuwers, o kischen,
* snack bur, and @ 100-by-24-
{uot ballreom

Meombers will be uble b0 or-
Ramize  gardem, ewmers, beidge
g other clute, sald Me, Wright
"We wamt to emuslate YMCA,
work en A privaic-umietpele ba-
™ he said

. .

Me said e cipbhosse and the
swimmiog pool ulooe would cost
aboul $160,000. “Weg can buikd
I more cheaply becuuse we are
buliders ourselves™ he aald.

The peol tan  sccomodate BON

peeple #t & thme “wibeul any
trovkle,” he sald.
He saM by compurison, Uw

Cresceanit HID poal Is only two-
thirds as big as ibe pool plamned
for the elyl,

As  » turther
anld that  hoth
Clarkyville  had
hullt a simbar

compsrisan, ho
Loussvitle and
esth  recontly
pool and clobe-
hnwse, theugh the poals wery
somewhat  srealler.  Loulsville's
cont 360,000, he sald Clarkoviliv's
cosl $120 000, ’

. .

Acguacsdes will be staged al
he pool, he sakd, with the moacy
going 16 the swim leam,

The development will have s
own sewage dispasal plant, Zone
ing permitz have already deen
ebisined fram the City - Countly
Planning and Zoning Commis-

wen,

Plans for the whale devsiop-
mest have already been complet-
ed. Blue-prin‘s have beon drawn
up. The enginesr ir Paul Hess-

1+ An adjolning 10 scres hus been My

| given by Bellinger-Martin 10 .Ihe
[ Archdlocese of Louwisville for ‘coo-
siruetion 'of & chureh and school,
" wadd Mr. Bollinger.
. .o

There will be suven all-weath-

of hannb  courts,
Yo Me. Wright sakd |f the i
feoudd  sell 2000 memberships
! within the next three months, 1he
chuly would be ready By next
et .

Femblbes wishing e Jein will
par on S80 Injustion fee, phas 318
Fedoral tax. They will be toend
W sbare of stoek i the Clus. The
Share will be tracaforable. 1t wall
Le redoemable In five yests.

Ondy the fiest 2,000 famndles
will gue a rhare of stock Jur their
imitisthon  fee,

| he reattirted o Kentueky
e
v

fwms-

rly duey are 524 for s man,
$I8 for his wile, $10 Jor ihe tirst
child, $730 fee the second, and
81 for the third,
chilidzen will by taken In free.

Mr. Wright said txis would be

the enly pool e Jellevson County |

the right size for national and fn-
| sornational swimming svenls
| other thaa Lakeside.

Depth af thw pood will rangs
freen 3%3 fu 16 feer. Thers will
N A Uhmeter diving towee

Na sleoholic beverages whi be
sodd nn the premises

A\'.".‘O'
Yéloped, b
wood,

Membershilp wil!

The rext of (he |

r-Nartin firm | de-
and sold

Thorobred Acres, and
Ridesunsd Pastes suhdivisions



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Plantation Swim Club
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, December 6, 1956:

Swim Club President Is Champion Swimmer

The gremdent and general manager of the proposed $250,000 Plantation Swimming Club ]

¥ill 35-year-old Ralph Wright, former champion swimmer who hails from Stockton, Cal-
ifornia.

He has had such a club in mind for a long time, ever since hiss college days when he di-
rected combination aquacades and swim meets for Stockton High School.

“We made it exciting and colorful,” he said. “Before each meet, the announcer would tell © s
the record of each contestant, and build up the suspense. He built it up to such a point that
the crowd yelled as the gun went off. During the race, the announcer would tell how far off |i§
the record the swimmers were at each pomt and then as they came into the ﬁnal few yards ‘
of the race, the band would play. You can’t imagine the color and excitement.”

He plans to do the same thing here. “There’ll be music, comedy, and thrills, all in one |
show.” he said. “In Stockton, we did it for three years and raised the money to finance the |
high school swimming team.”

The club is slated to be build on a 20-acre site on Westport Road, about four miles from St. |
Matthews. It would have the largest swimming pool in Jefferson County, measuring 210 by |
65 feet with movable bulk-heads. There would be a two-story clubhouse, and facilities for
picnics, shuffleboard, tennis, volley ball, basketball, football, and Little League Baseball.

The Club would be run on a private-enterprise basis. It would be developed by Bollinger-Martin builders, who own the
land. The firm’s owners, Jesse Bollinger and George Martin, would operate the club along with Mr. Wright.

They hope to have the club built by next summer.

But first they must sell memberships to 2,000 families, who each would pay an $80.00 initiation fee, plus tax. For the $80
the members also get a share of stock, redeemable in five years.

If all this can be done in three months, the Club ought to be ready to o by next summer.

“We want to have a real recreation center, complete,” said Mr. Wright. “Of course, swimming will be the big thing, but
there’s no reason we couldn’t develo tennis champions, too. We expect to have plenty of party and club activities, and I
imagine the women will organize garden and bridge clubs, and have dances.”

We hope to develop some record-breaking swim champions. “There are so many kids swimming now, it’s tremendous if
you develop a champion,” he said. “Of course, it takes year-round swimming, and we won’t have that. We’ll substitute
different physical activities during cold weather so we won’t fall too far behind.”

Mr. Wright is a swimming champion himself. In 1946, he won the 200-meter butterfly and the 300-meter individual med-
ley championship in Hawaii. The next year he did the same thing, both in Hawaii and Australia.

Also in 1946 in Hawaii he broke the Olympic games record time for the 200-meter breast stroke, a record that had stood for
10 years. He was on the U.S. championship 300-meter freestyle relay team of 1948. He was resident of the Hawaii Swim-
ming Club when it won the national team championship by the largest score ever amassed. That was also in 1948.

He attended grade and high school in Stockton and majored in physical education at the College of the Pacific. He spent
three years in the Marines during World War II and was a First Lieutenant. He worked 1 1/2 years on his master's in educa-
tion at the University of Hawaii.

Coming to Louisville in 1948, he was swimming coach at the downtown Y.M.C.A. four years, and also coached at the Uni-
versity of Louisville. Then he went to Miami where he taught two year in a private boys school and was head football and
swim coach. Back in Louisville he was swim coach at Lakeside two years.

]glolliflggr-Martin had an idea for building a small club to help sell one of their subdivision. He sold them on the idea of a
ig club.

He had first got the idea himself while at the College of the Pacific. He had sold stock, had plans drawn up and was gener-
ally ready to go when World War II broke out and put an end to all non-essential building. Twice he has fought to build
her, but negotiations broke down.

One of the Bollinger family, Jim, was his sergeant at Quantico, VA, in Marine Corps days He met and married Jim’s sister
They live at 2332 Bonnycastle.

Last year, Mr. Wright taught at Louisville Country Day School while working on the project. A zoning battle has held it up
for a year. Downstream neighbors objected to dumping the sewage water form the club into a nearby creek.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Plantation Swim Club
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, December 6, 1956:

BOLLINGER-MARTIN, Inc.
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TO BE BUILT BY

| BOLLINGER-MARTIN, Inc.

Pt T KO A . —= Award Winning Builders



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Plantation Swim Club
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:
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The slgn went up Monday for the 20.acra Plantation  Ralph Wright. manager” of the Club, and, at right, |

Bwim Club on Wentpart Read, and the bull-dosers 1956
wEnl 1s work carving 84l A foagd Meljplng algn man
(Chariie Ruerr, a1 left, with nis work are, center,

George Martin and Jess Bellingef. develspers. The
cluly wilt goot 3250000, The developers hepe 1o neve '
It ready neal saummag, {

Er/i/nrin[
Plantation's swimming
performance incredible

The perlormance of the Plantation swhnming team Jast
week was lLeredible, The Plantation Swim Club v only 13
months old, and last week, the swimming team, in s lirst
try, not only won the Kentucky AAU. men's championship
in swimming and diving, but also defeated Lakeside 365 o
226 on an overall team basis

Lakeside had been the undisputed swimming champion |
m these parts for so long that many swimming fons had
given up all hope that the Highlnndors could ever be benten,

Ralph \Wright, Plantation's coach, told us Inst year when
: : L 1 be was orgonizing the team, that he \vas out to beat Lake-
fory . oot Paabalior Lo side. We laughed and advised him o go after the smalior

Mar ' clubs and let the champ go fur a while - say 10 years. Being |
wilful and stubborn, Ralph disregarded our sage advice, |
with the result that his men's team is now the Stote champ,

Well, Ralph's a good coach and he deserves a lot of
credit, along with the swimmers who practiced so hard and
the parents who put up with the inconvenience and helped
to rawse the necessary money,

We were just thinking, St. Matthews this year won the
Litle League State championship and the American Legion
League State championship in bascboll, and now a St. Mat-
thews team has won the State swimming champlonship, It
iooks as tf the East End s becoming an athletic powerhouse,

September 4, 1958

sking wwer the vesults of thelr upset viclory over Lake.
whe, Plantation Chaub swimniers gather armind ovach Ratph
Woeht Lors o gight v Pegz Leals 16, Steve Prskir
15 i Jues Dillim, V6




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Plantation Swim Club

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:

Mantatlan (s o $330,000 swim
club, located on a W0-acre site on
Westport Road, four miles froen
St, Matthews, [t boasts the largest
poal In Jelfzrson County, 210 by
63 feel. The club also bas tennls
courts, a two-slary clubhouse, a
ten meter (33 feet) diving tower,
& wadlng pool, shulflchoard, vol-
ley ball, snd basketball courtls
Ne akobho! 1s sllowed,

The Urst 2000 members re-
celved a share of stock o Wie
Club. Membership fees are 324
for & man, 318 for his wife, $10
for the (irst child, 3750 for the

o'| \he rest of the ch)ldren, Il any,
€ larw free. Iniilaton fco Ls 306

‘w‘ The club first opened In July
o | 1057, and held lis flrst annual
,.- Aquacade In 1958 In September,
; 1930, Plantation beat Lakeside,

the hitherto undlspuled swim
. |champs of the area, and won the
Kentucky AAU. mon's champ-
lonship In swimming and diving
They broke five state and aix
|t | meet recorde

At Wils year's glgsntic Aqua-
a | cade, three world and ux m&m-,
al marks were sel, by swimmers
trom all over the country, Money
carned from the Aguacade goet

to the swimuming leam.
Malph Wright Ih e persident
and general manager of the cluy

River Rosd was erganized In
1952 Uy Juhn E Pearev 33 a ~poar
pman’s country club” The nmeme.
bers  themiselves  resovated  (he
old Standard Country Club. but

inmu and membenhip fecs spiral

ta with  every oy vment
fpraving there s no such Sung
Y % & poor man's countrs club
’ The club huy an annual Inviva-
YV olenal Golt
r
‘

Tuurmament  vyvery
August, an  annual Fourth of
duly Club Annivemsarns barbveue, |

camival

«Nd an annu.’

*uated on &4 aeres of land on

fiver Rout A fai thoatng o -

rutred theee in 103 when the
'm:hl witehman was killed The
U rlub epened wiih 608 adult mem
Jrbers, and 300 cnilacen

'
'
) The club and goll evurve are
'
I

1 - . -
The Standard CLountry Clun
Was oniginally a2 purely social

club, nstend of a enuniry iy
It was located a1 Fifih Strect for
134 years, beforr mming 16 B4R
'S5 Thirg in 1909 In 1912, the
club was again moved — 1o 1000
| South Third. In 1924 11 leased
the Louiville Water Company
« Property at Muver Road 3na Zom
| Avenue, where 1L remalned unul
1US2. when 1t mold out tu River
Rowd Countes Club 1is present
e s briween Old Broanabare

Koo and Wesiport Loecand on

160 acres il hud & nine-Nale eolt!

VUMY 4 wad ) B wr estim ey
luk e

Toninrg
N~ L S S L S 8 ot/

next one, 33 for the third, and |

July 16,

* Plantation, River Roud Clubs established

1959

Giant ‘bubble’ slated to be
erected over Plantation pool

Would permit
year-round sun-
baths, swimming

Plantation Swim Club will
he a year-round swim club
il manager Ralph Wripght has
his way,

- - -

Mr, Wright Tuesiloy anpounced
plans 1o Inowd)l & tremendous
plaztic, alr-su,mmml solarium
over the club's outdoor swim-
ming poal o families can swim
and sun bathe there all year lang,

“It wlll be the largest indoor

pool  In  Ameriea”  said  the
enthuslantie Mr. Wright, who in
Jeas than threo’ years har de-

veloped & awlmming team at
Plantation so strong that 1t s
challenging Lakealde for the thie
of Kentucky champlon,

The “bubble,” ax Mr, Wright
ealls 31, will be about 50 feel high,
250 feet long ond ) foel wide—
Intge enough to cover the club's
210 by 65 foot outdoor pool, plus
the shiewalks ond the diving
tower around the peol,

Forty-seven heaters mounied
J4 lo 18 fvet high will radiant
heat the sidewnlks. To give the
¢lub o Florlda-lke atmosphere,
Mr, Wright sald he will plant
pulm treea around the pool.

- . -

But whether the club  carviea
oul the plan depends on (he mirne-
bership. Abuut 1,000 of Planta-
tan's 1,000 fumilies will have W
wignily that they want the new
SOO 00 fachlity — andd are will-
Ing to help pay foar il—belore
Itowill be Installed,

Hore's the way it works:

Plantation's members enn elthey
buy a regular or 0 bl member-
ship In the Clubh. Negular mem-
bership entitler them 1o uswe wf
the club all year round and to
use of the gool®*June | Yhrough
Sept. A0 only.

Full membors will be entitled
1o use the pool ol year long, vx-
cept for Octalwr, when It will be
closed for malntenance,

- . -

A full mwembership will cost
fwice us muoch as o regular mem-
bership, Phantatlon’™s regulnr
membership diwes range from $30

May 19, 1960

for a family of five or mere,

The club  this  week malled
literature and pledge cards to all
members,

“"Our members will be able to
enjoy recreationsl swimnmung In-
doors In heated comfort while
wilching snow sports on fhe onts

side," Mr, Wright sald,
. - -
e snid he loaks forward to

having winter water shows, awim
meats and waler ballets, and to
piviong a full year's teaining to
his swim team, which has broken
1wo national records and twice
won the Men's Kentucky outdoar
Swimming Champlonships.

Hoe said also he plany to sart

a health elube for all ngen so
members  ¢an bulld up  thelr
Lol by,

The “bubble" will be removed
during the summer,
Mr. Wright ankd the member~

ship's pledge cords would be
used 1o seeure financing for the
“hubble” He said . hopes fo

hear from the enlire membership
by June 1,

He announced, too, that the
poal will open for the summer
tomurtow at 1 pm,




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Plantation Swim Club
Courtesy Pamela L. Flack Key (62):
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tHE Hleandlalion swim cLus

8609 Westport Road - Lovisville 7, Ky.
TWinbrook 5-9435
RALFM WRIGHT, Prenden: and General Munager
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Make checks payable to: Plantation Swim Club
8609 Westport Road
Louisville 7, Ky,

XA

Qg

A

Eat dinner at your club Saturday nichts

\/

STEAK or CHICKEN dinner $1.50

RO

N
N

(sour cresm apple ple alwo served)

(Qg

RO

A

Y

P.S, We have increased owr
activities this summer
oy hirins Betty Kaelin
s a prorram director,

\/

SN
(N

Qg

"

ROX

Buil' and Developed by Bollinger-Martin, Inc., /
award winning bullders Pea j



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:

Flanation Swim Ulub will be depending heavily on swimmers (from lefr)
Jean Henderson, Nob Martye, Franke Hartye and Sonny Wright in a natfonal
swim meet scheduled a1 the club’a new Indoor pool Aoril 26-27,

new  Indoar swim el

Plantation Swim Club

 Plantation to-host National

Swim meet in new pool

Plantation Swim Club
will host the Plantation
Open Senfor Invitational
swimming meet on April
27 and 28 In the new
indoor pool, Featured will
be the Men's National
Junior 1650-yard free
otyle and the girls Nat-
fonal Junlor 50 - yard
freestyle,

Plantation will have be-
tween 60 and 70 entries,
Other clubs entered so
far are Lakeside and Lex-
ington,

Jean Henderson, 16, s
Plantation's rop girl en-
try In the National Jun-
lor Girls SO-yard free-
style. She speciallzes In
the 100 and 200 yard free-
style and holds the state
outdoor record In both,
She s a junior at Wag-
gener High School,

Bob Hartye, 15, speclal-
fzes In the 100, 200, and
400 freestyle, He holds
the state High School re-
cord In the 200 yard free-
style, He ia a sophomore
at Trinity High School,

Frank Harrye, 14 and
a8 Freshman ar Trinlty
High School, holds the
top record In the state
13-14 age group. He holds
the state AAU record In
100 and 200 freestyle In
thls age group, and holds
the state record In the
200 Individual medley,

Sonny Wright, 15, a so-
phomore at Trinity High
School, speclalizes In the
400 yard freestyle and
the 200 yard butterfly,

April 18, 1963

event
The remaining events will

The meet will begin at
6 p.m, on Friday, April
26 with the Mens Natlional
plus open diving,

be on Saturday starting
with the trials at 9 a.m,
and the finals starting at

5:30 p.m,



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Plantation Swim Club

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: = Nt
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MEMBERSHIP PRICE
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"Finest I've ever seen” ‘

Joch Kelly o! Philadalphin
Olywpic Chupplos

L) A 4
“h ‘,..o - cast” 'J‘.f Mot only are we building o beautiful rolling Par Three goll ceurse (1o be
"::"c o ® =X o e, 70 " ready in lote speing) but we also are hoving @ special vote on membershipy
oot Y Gy, @

Y2 :,,,. .

Join 7//0((/./
/O/a wtation Swim Cl.l, and save the $96.00 entrance fee

Yes, during November you can join & he

" n

The Cadillac of The Swim Clubs paid up 1o April 1 1961 and enjoy

Stes , lenni ts, club h . be: v v..-8 . ) .
vty Seori St ot | INDOOR Swimming-Steam Bathing

tound progran of events,
L Al - -
8609 Westpant Rd. 425-2535 Iennis- Dances-Ladies Days

Phone us for ""FREE" lock -see swim ticke!

WHAT DUTSTANDING PERSONALITIES HAVE SAID ABOUT
PLANTATION'S NEW CONVERTIBLE POOL & GOLF COURSE

June 13, 1963 o Piantatiom Sevi 4 Tub's wanpue wew sl s 2 coedin e o
unity aad o definair anser to the Seaie ol Ao by e s
ot gt atelanins L dhe o il g
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Ao an's have the ¢uiea advaniaprs wl yome o bold

YEAR 'ROUND FUN teanir Wowes

to you and your tamily! ot
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® Fantuchy's Meget svtdoar peod 83« DO/
® Fartarby's bargest induur powl 80/a7) Compiiny RICRIATIONAL

Doy | Mok mssase Monthly Payment Plan Available

s .
or & agev—inchud

IO

-

o Wadng pach

® Resuthid Southarn techiod lownge. i "0 teen dance,
wad hobiosm & wlt donces
® Yanm soemi ® Pune grewnd sory selling |

® ¥ bole pur thess ga¥ duutm
® Lgtied tenme caurhe
® Lawnges with sun bempy

Romambor, this affer pood only during lhe month of Nocambas
aflar which lims the smlromce foa will again da voguired

hirle ooey

Phone us now af
425-Twenty Five Thirty Five For Details

PLANTATION SWIM CLUB

8409 WESTPORT ROAD

D ,
{‘ [antation October 31, 1963

....
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Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:

»3

oW P lantation - oty Ol
OFFERS ONE OF THE SOUTH'S

DINING AND LOUNGE FACILITIES

AQUA
GARDICN
IROON

CLUK MEMBERS
MLED ONL T NLN
FOR FODD & OWINK S

LINING NOURS

PRl
S8 0ty
3 ¥ Sy
T hened Muday sl

Sendaichan Saivad
A A e |

® YEAR AROUND
SWIMMING In
KENTUCKY'S
LARGEST POOLS -
® FULL ¥ MOLE
FAR-THRER
GOLF Counse
o TENNIS COURTS
CATEAN BATHS
LIMITED OFFER
The Envance Fos s
Just M5, Duss Arw
Lons Than The Masls -
mom O 310 Pur Manrh’
Por Mast Familion,

Loviawille’s Gonatant
Covntry Cheb Yalultl .

10th HOLE BAR AND LOUNGE
8609 WESTPORT ROAD — PHONE 425.2535

November 5, 1964

. ~ .
3

Membership Closing
Sorry, but after July 150h, Plantation Country Club will
na langer be cccopling new members except through o
woiting st s vocandes occur. Also, af thet time, the
wnfronce fee will be ralsed. Perhaps you've been thinking
obaul joining Mlantation, one of Lovisvitke's finer country
elube, Il 10, you shouwld opply for matsbership beforu the
closing dote. Surprisingly low in corl, Plantation offérs
focilifies second fo ne other club in the Lowisville ares:
two poals for yeor-around swimming, plus o kiddie pool,
9-hole por-three golf course, ighted tennis couets,
veam baths, picnic graunds ond luxuriovs clubboure
dining room ond lounge. For defails ond applicafion farms,

8609 Wattport Rood

coll Horrell Togue, between | p.m. ond 9 pm. af 425.2535.

Plantation Country CIUbA

S

July 7, 1966

Plantation Swim Club

FIVE NEW RECORDS: This quinter of Plant-

atlon Club swimmers put five new records
Into the State AAU books Sunday, Jan, 30, when
they met the Cokes of Cinclinnatl Inthe Plantation
indoar pool, The five St, Matthews arcd speed-

stery and thelr times are, from front, Pam
Henderson (15«17) 100«yard fly 1:05.7; Allce
Wright (15417) 100-yard breaststroke 1:12.5;
Susan Shielda (13<14) 100-yard fly 1:04.2 and

[ 00<yard freestyle 58.6; Frank Hartye (15-17)
|00-yard froestyle 49.5 and Dennla Pursley
(15<17) 100.yard breastatroke 1:04.2, Plantat-
lon won the meet 318 to 178,

February 10, 1966



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews & The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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Plantation Swim Club

Pollce say they have promising

Ieads in Ralph Wright murder case

f '

was serving In the Marine
Corps and they returned lo
Keatucky In 1548,

ce= ersonian

i Tuesday that they have

"‘uncovered some promis-

+Ing leads In last week's
mu:der of Ralph R,
\vrlghr, Plantation Coun~
lub pr«ldwg. o
i Body ‘was founa
uy cn the banks of a Shelty
County stream by Orva Wayrie,
Route 5, Shelbyville. The body
two au-d -4 the,

bl
found Monday inthe 1800 block
of Hampden Court, which runs
off Speed Avenue near the
Bardstown Road,

FPolice did not glve detallson
the "‘promising leods’’ in the
case, Dol apparently the leads
are ¢ ted with evidence
found in an examination of the

car, which was virtually dise

maniled by deleclives,

Sent to F. B. L.

Fackages of evideance have
been sent to an F.B.I lob-
oratory for examination,

A small pool of blood was
found on the foor behlnd the
driver's seal and a palr of
glasses asd a ballpulnt pen
were In the blood, Residents
of Hampden Court said the car,
a 1004 station wagon been
parked there since at least
748 am, Wednesday,
Wright’s wife reportad him
missiog last Thursday,

Discovery of (he body Sun-
day touched off un inteassive
investigation Wroughout Jef-
forson and Shelby Countles,
Investigations are being car-
ried on jolstly by city, coanty,
and state police. Ma), A, J,
Miller s In charge of the
case for tha county,

A team of stale police camb-
ed the site where Wrightl's
body was found sbout 20 yards
from a bridge on Ky. 148,

small dnm.

No wallet, keys, or money
were tound oa the body,
Wright's Jacket was sont lo
a laboratory to be tested for

Ralpd er|’|l‘

powder buras, Dr. K.E, Ellly
Shelby County coroser, and
Dr, Howard Dehaven, a pathe
ologist from Jewish Hospital,

performed an  aulopsy, but
Ellls sald 1t aid not revealthe
time of death,

Wright, o widely kpown
ewimmling coach and former
champlon, was onw of the three
owners of Planlation Comtry
Club, Only two months sge
be saw a long-time dream be-
come n reallty whea his club
swimmers scored & sweep of
champlonships.

Wright, had been manager of
Plantotion since [t wasbudltin
1057, But Ms first love was
swimming and developlng
champions, He hod a3 thirst
for victory and saw litle good=
i! any In Insing, One of bix

Owens named manager

» ofPlernfrFTON

The secktolders of Plasta-
Uan Couniry Clud, 0609 Wesl-
pert Read,  have agpointed
Cecrge W, Owens, Jr, gm-
wral mpmager uf the club,
Cr¥eng, who formaerly mani-
! Flaatation's dinkig room
wnge and served ag gols
3 and sssistam manager,
Aucosds Halph Wright whose
festh wcourred Now,
™e 2%-year-eld « ' Ia
Lowlsviilan who -
S, Xaster High Schaol
ad Bellarmine College, =
1960, Orwens lurned 19 pro-

fesshonal ol a8 & carenr, He
servpd 335 2 club pro assisie
anl w Winton Woods Couniry

Club, lvumxu Tales Creek
LT W, Lesiagton, and

—
e~

Camgbellsville Country Club,

Campbellzville, Xy, He was

later named moanager of the

Canptelleville Club,

I Ms saw capocity, Oaens
Wikl genarally superviaw it
Gperaton of alf club facilitiex
andl atUivitdes, Mo Uves Wit
his atle, 1w formar Pamaeia
Anne Bennett 0l Lengton,
hcn three «hildren at
rertun Way In Powle
s Subdiision,
Craens Iy 3000 the prasidenes
tlwct of thanewlyformed Lyne
fon Optiedss Club, president
of Planistsen Athletic Clut,
secretary of the Bolilngers
Larrichk Corporsiun and as-
slalant secretary of Flanta-
tos Coentsy Club,

'

Sormy, was n«ond u swime
ming sScholarship at the Un-
Iverstty of Alabamao where
bp i3 now & scphomore,
Wright started his son off
al an early age, as he did all
hs swimmers, teaching them
the lundamentals and the de-
sire to win,

"Not overyone cas make the
Olymnlu,” hc used to. say,

From Californie

A native of Lodi, Cal,, WrigM
became an All-Americanprep
swimmer In (hebreast-stroke
in 1939 and agaln In 1940,
While a student at Stockton
Junlor College, be coached
a winniag high school team in
his spare time, He mel his
wife, the former Viclet Boil-

When his teams swept (Aw
stale hopors (his summer,
the ccaches ot Lakeside wer(
the Nirst to pralsa Wright
and admit that Plantaticn had
become (he power in swim-
ming. Likeslde had dominoled
the sport unti]l Wright start«
ed clul

-
at 2500 Colonlal Drive, a short
distance from the club which
he managed,

In vadition to his wife, he ls
survived by two soas, Douglas
and Ralph, Jr,; three dau-
ghters, Mra, Sue Wright Pry-
or and Mary and Allce Wright;
a grandsan; his parents, Mr,
and Mrs, Feston E, Wright,
Stockton, Cal,, and four bro-
thers, Wilbar, Kenneth, Eirl
and Stanley Wright, nllof Cal-
Hornla,

November 10, 1966

Two re-indicted
in Wright case

Two men were re-indicted
Tuesday by the Grand Jury on
charges of murder in the slay-
Ing November | of Ralph K
Wright, former president and
genoral manager of Plantation
Country Club,

The legalily of the origtnal
indiciment had been chale
lenged,

Intcted agaln were August
Robert Meyer, 47, of 2314
Cottonwood Drive, and Jullus
R, MaMy, 25, who formerly
Mved 31 268 Gerby, Buechel.

The November Grand Jury
which originally Indicted tha
two men, had been swom In
by attorney Breot Overstireet
who was serving as a special
Judge of Criminal Court,

His right to nerve was chal
lenged by Mathia’ altorney be-
couse of the maethod af Ml
election, and also was quest-
looed by the Court of Appeals,

Commonwealth Attorney Ed-
win A, Schoering asked for
the re-indictment,

December 15, 1966

Two suspects indicted
in Wright murder case

Two syspects have bo
m Yy awe

‘hry {n the murccr d
Ralph Wright, Plantation Co-
untry Club manager.
Asgust R, Meyer,, 47, was
arrested Saturday and Jullus
o 23, formerly of
263 Derby

November 17, 1966

December 8, 1966

he Doachel ares, .

ﬁmﬂm *‘f

uum- who worked lor a
Hikes Polnt car wash, de=
clioed to discuss e case
but sald he wounld return vel-
untarily to Loulsville,

Meyer, 514 Cottonwood
Drive, = Hikes FPolal palat

-

- &
e Foporeis>
Thiree county deteclives will

%0 thare to plek him wp,

Meyor and Maikis then will
be arrsigned before Crimdnal
Court Judge J. Mlles Pomm
who will take thelr pleas, se
bond, and fix o tentalive ‘rld
date,

store manager, Is 2 volml

marsiall of the Clty of Plant-
ation and Uves about three
mocu from the Wright hoene.

He was srcllm%
police In fort,

aded lmnocent In Quarierly
Court and Judge Robert Flem-
ing sel his bond at $15,000,

County police belleve Wright
was shot In e club's parking
iot the algt of November 1
204 his body transported later
In his oww station wagoa to
& creek bank Lo Shelby County,
where II was found, Wright,
44, was a former swim
star and coach of Plantalicae's
swimming team, Neo was mis-
sing for Uve days before his
body was discovered,

Mathis was arrested oo a
federal warrant ehargiog him
with unlawful fight to aveld
prasecution and was arralgned
Tuesday before a U5, com-




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:
Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:

2. Plantation

Ralph R, Wright, Plantation
Country Club president, was
found slain Sunday, November
6, on the banks of a Shelby

head culs,

Charged with the murder
were August R, Meyer, 47, and
Julius R, Mathis, 25,

Cotnty police belleve Wright
was shot In the club’s parking

Co strea .- - ty.
- p od& oy TR
wou, in the chest and deep

president slain

lot the nlght of November 1
and his body transported later
in his own station wagon to
the creek bank, In Shelby
-2

ght, own
swimming coach and former
champlon, was one of the three
owners of Plantation Country
Club,
Wright had been manager of
Plantation since {{ wasbullt in
1957,

December 29, 1966

Jury finds Meyer, Mathis
guilty in Wright slaying

Continued [rom page A-1
Des pace.

Pace sald that Mathis made
an oral confession to Mm sad
Detectives James Barber and

Mathls worked Is 3 car wash
scross Munsiager Lane from
Ihe palnt store that Meyer
masaged,

The two became friends dur-
ing the summer of last year,
Meyer look Maihis as Ms gues!
to the Country Clab
several times, Pace (estified,
Mathis sald he knew Meyer
disiiked Wright and "\ some-
thing would happen to Wright "
Meyer would become manager
of the clud and Mathis would
becoms fareman, Pace test).

sccording to Pace, bul the
more Meyer and Mathis tarked
about I, the mare Mathis
realized that Meyer wasted to
kil Wright,

On the alght of the slaying,
(Nov, 1, 1904)) Pace tastified,
Mathis met Meyer In the
country club's parking Jot and
willed in Meyer's cur for
Wright 1o leave the club,
About $:30 pm, Pace sald,

Wright came out, Meyer drove

to Loulsville, paried Wright's
ear when ba ‘aw 3 good

place to leave 1L and walked
to bis hame In 1, Pace
testified,

Similar teatimony was given

Detectives Barber and
ne,

Defense  att maln-
talned that the oral
confessions were not admiss-

May 18, 1966

May 18, 1967

Plantation Swim Club

Jury says

2 guilty
of murder

After almost two hours of
deliberation Monday nighl, a
Jefferson County Criminal
Court jJury found August R,
Meyer and Jullus R, Malhis
gullty of murdering Ralph
Wright, Planiation Club pre-
sidenl and manager,

The Jury, composed of 10
men and two women, recom-
mended doath In the sleciric
chalr for Mayer, 47, and life
In Imprisonment in the peni-
tentiary for Mathis, 25,

Attorneys for the two flled

. motions for a new trial,

¥ a new trall s denled, the
sttorneys can appeal
lo the Kentucky Court of Ap-

peals,

The jury renched Its ver-
dict about 10:30 pm Monday
after lhree days of hearing
testimony,

The irall had been under-
way four days but the first
day, last Thursday, was spent
selecting the jury.

Assistant  Commonwealth's
Attorney Carl Ousley, who
handled e prosecution, bas-
ed his case on oral confes-
sions which he claimed were
made by Meyer and Malhis,

Chief witness

Ousley also relled heaylly

on the testimony of detectives
who reportedly oblained such
confessions.

Police say the shooling of
Wright took place outside the
country club, 8608 Waestport
Road, on the night of Nov, 1.
Mis body, with two bullet
wounds In the chest, and three
wounds on the was found
on a creek bank In Shelby
County fiye days after he dis-
appeared.

A chlef witness for the pro-

ucut_lu was County Detective

Continued to page A-11

-
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Susie Shields, Alice Wright lead

Plantation team to Region 6 crown

BYDAVID WITTRY

Record - Sreaking perfor-
mances by Alice Wright and
Sasle Shields belped Jead the
Plantation women's tsam o 3
convincing viclory of the Re-
gion & meet 3t Bloomiagton,
bd

Jvimmers [rom flve states
ad 46 teams vied for the
men’s aad women's crowns la
what 13 ooe of Ihe nsbtion’s
toughest regional meets,

The girls practically walked
away with the Utle, colleet-

ing 464 points Lo second place
bdiasapolis  Miviers's 72
VL

The mea's team found the go-
g s Uttle rougher, placieg
fourtd with 237 1/2 points,
Toe Indlana Aquatic Cled
won the men's division with
42, tralled by Lake Erie Swim

August 3, 1967

Clud with 339 and Lake Fores:
of Chlcago with 249,

Highlighting the meet were
the victories by Wright and
Shields In the 100 meler
breaststrose and 100 meter
butterfly respectively which

SUSIE SHIELDS

warned the swimmers asd ox.
pense pald trip to Washing-
ton, DC., 10 represent Re-
gion € in the Juslor Olymnies,
The meet w1l be held In Late
A

wgust,
Miss Surlds won her spec-
falty In 1:07.9, while Alice

+ ALICE WRIGHT

was clocked In J:18.8, Botk
tettered the existing Region
8 records and alsa the stand-
Ing Kentucky AAL standards,

Miss Shields was the out.
standing member of the wo-
men's team. In e hree day
meet, she placed N0L 1o the
100 mwter freestyle, NN In
the 200 meter butterfly, and
secend In the 200 meter In-
dividual mediey,

Alice found the goling a Uitle
tougher In  the 200 mater
breaststroke and placed sec-
ond behipd the girl she had
touched out for her viclory
1 the 100,

Kathy Wyatt and Pammy Nen.
dersom were he only other
women to place In the top
elght flelsdhers In the meet
Kathy, oaly 14, years
fnlshed fourth In the 1,
svim aad elghth in the 400
meter event, Pammy falsh-
od right hehind Susle In e
200 buttecfly In sinh place.

Large margin

The large margin betwven
e Nrst and second plice
team in the women's compet .
ftion came from (he offoris
of the diving team, under
coach Bod Long.

tn the one meter board, Plan-
tatlon captured seven of ihe
11 places, while In the (hree
meter I captured two of the
100 sight. In platform diving,
the team did even Dbetler,
taking second, MAMA sevenid
and eighth, Malaly respossible
for the high fMalshas were Migh
scheol All-Americas In div.
ing, Barby Barrows, and Deb-
bie Brown,

In the men's competilion,
Sonay Wright captured ftwo
gold medals, as he won both
the 200 and 400 meter indlv-
val mediey, Mis time of 5:07.2
ta the 400 and 2:20.9 Lo the 200
were both meet records, Be.
cause be 13 3 semior swim-
mer, though, he can not qual-
ity for the junlor clympics
meel.

The only other member of
he men’s team to falsh In
(he top elght was Denale Pur-
sley who eaplured fifth place
in both the 100 and 200 meter
bressiatrokes.

The billing of this region as
e of the natlon's top events
cun be seen especially in the
100 meter breasistroke where

i1l swimmers made the aat.

lonal cut-off time. There ire
twelve reglons (n the Unlted
States, bet only 25 or ¥
swimmers are expected o
make the cut-off time in sach
stroke,

Mike Pocock and Bob Wilsoe
eich won hiy best of the cone
solation Mnals (MA 1o 1M
place) In tha 200 butrertly
mnd the 200 dackstroke re.
spectively




Plantation Swim Club
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PAM SMITH, & sealor at the University of Indlana, Will serve an
an asslerant swim coach st Plantatian this swmener. S5e swam for
Evanaville Y for weven years,

July 10, 1969

BOB HARTYE, former Plantation and Trinity swimmer, has beon
namod an aAsalstant swim cosach at Plantation Country Club, Hartye

will tench at Ballard next fall,

Plantation Country Club hires two
new assistant swim coaches

Plastastion Country Club has two tew
il time assistant swimming coaches,
Bob Hartys and Pam Smith,

Martye swam for the Plantalicn Swim
Team for 1l years and has boon cap-
taln of Plantation, Trialty Migh Schoeol
snd Villanova University swim loamas,
Dodb was o natfonal age-growp recard
boldar, snd high sehool siste champlon,

He also was woladictorisn sf Triadly
High and recelved & four-year ascademic
scholareip 1o Villzsnowa University,
whare ho recently gradusiod,

Next Seplamber lartys will teach
mathematics wi Nallard Migh and cantinue
as an assistant sl PCC,

Pam Smith, home for the summaer
from the Univarsity of indizaa whore siw
is 3 senlor, 1a the other naw Plantatics
aselstant
e began compelitive swimming with
the Glass City Aguatic Chh In Toledo
ot age 11, Later har Dmily moved lo
Evanaville, Iad,, where she swam agalnst
Planistion for e Evansville YMCA
toam, Ner Miber wua Iho cooch of the

Evansville squad for the seven yesrs
she swam there,

B sel numoroes recurds In Indiana
siale high school mests snd was Maled
ameag the top 10 in the breaststroke
and the Individus! medley In 8 satiooal
awimming magazine,

July 10, 1969
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FLOOD OF ENTRIES

National swim stars
here for big splash
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Plantation Swim Club

August 7, 1969

AAU Meet starts tomorrow

The 196% Natlomal AAU Men's and

e low Bird
Women's Nakmelsg asd Diving Cham.
Mre. Oollings was dlast & mambmt of e
pronabips  will begin Yriday, Aug 8,
Cootoud w A12 at --lnn.wu'uq-l-

uwumm LOUIE B, NUNN aigne & proclacution declaring Aeg.
¥

" -17s
matinn W

“swimming sed Diviag Weg!
japusd in connection with the Natlonal AALU Mes's

** in Xentucky, The peocls-

i Wamea's Loog Comrwe fwlmning und Diviey Ulu gl siips
o Plastation Country Club, Looking oo fs Susin Shields, hroase
nedal winner at the 1908 Olymypdes,

August 7, 1969

n'nnmhnnlpm'n-tlnh
fiaals of & matlemal meel will Ju seok-
ng & spol I thw Lop 17 of wach everd,

qualifying for the Maals of the

ohpe I men's and n.-n’s e-meter,
threo. malor, snd platfurm svests,

SCHEDULE OF DIVING EVENTS

FINALS

Wistvawtay A ugum |1
Spm’ e Yo
dam W'y Jomiar
Thuoutey Ay 10

Jpm et
dpm Men's Lo
Seturtley Aug 18

o Man s piatfonm

Serday hug VT
630 pmt Waown's inetor m

Swimeming evenis will begin Awg 4
nd will be completed Acg. 17,

» My N

g e

Bach morsisg siarting o 10 prefimi-
nary hwets will 2o swom le delersim
tralisty. Finals in the swimmisg avenis
will begin al 7 pm asch svening,

On Tharsdey Asg. 14, boid mwa's sedt
woman's prelle aad faals will be
woum s the 100-maler buttarmy, 400
100- meter  Mrsani-

200.matet reesiyln, 400 mwter Indivi-
dun) mutley, 304 408 meter madley re-
sy

Saturday, Ang. LG Mea's and women's
200- weter Mtterfly, 200. maler hreast-
strode, 100. meter backelroke, and B00.
meter fronstyls relsy,

Sunday, Aug. 1T Mea's sed women's
100 meter treestyle, P00 mater Sadivi-
deal wedley, 1500-meler freestyle, sne
400 teint freestyle ralay

caremenien for (e meel w1l
be 2t MM pm Aug 14,

Wine e Valce wam fu prass, H
et estimaded el over | 200 swim-
mars and Sivers would W entersd =
the mewl which will feature many Amar
tema Olymple champlons,

August 7, 1969

Notional swim stars
here for big splash

Continued from A1

1940 Women's Olympie Utving Toam, but
that team was sever L0 compete, be-
causs of World War IL Now, Babble
hopen 10 lake up wiwre ber mother JoRt!
off, having eniered the one metar and

three meter springboord avents,

Jokn Plemans, from Winter Haven, Fla,
is (he Florids :mlu Olymples mw‘
holder in the mem's 100 and 200 mater
brenst. sircke. John's grandparents, Mr,
and Mrs. Narry C. Green Uved io Lowls-
ville for 20 years, and am auni, Mrs,
German Dillos restdes at 108 & Hamp-

ton st

Phautation offictals have sel 9p bleach-

wrs, with reaserwd &

with »

A,oéo sealing capacity, Special polico

will be Mired doriag the meel,

Tichetn for the entire meet sell for

$15,
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Wright’s dream
comes frue

Plantation Country Club Is the house
that the late Ralph wright bullt -- out
of a droam,

His dream was to devalop one of (he
best swimming clubs In the country In
the east-ond,

Fulfillment of such a dream seemed
distant when on Aug. 27, 1987 be coach-
od the swim fteam In (helr first meet
sgainst a small Indiana country club
and lost,

But in 1966, he promised, ‘‘Within
throe years we'll win the Kentucky AAU

champlonahip,*

It took Ralph only two years (o win

1. In 1958, Plantation unofficlally de-

feated Lakeside, the ruscer-up, 366 ‘g‘.‘,;ﬁ{

366, The boys whipped Ihe crosstown { a'll) PLANTATION COUNTRY CLUB
“_]];‘, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

team, bul tho girls losl. Yet, tho to-
tal score, 368.300, gave PCC tho un-
official over-all Htle,

Having tho bost team In the state was
a0t enough for Ralph. For decades In-
diana tpams had dominated midwos!
swimming. In 1900, Plantation won the
Mid-Weost Champlonship and has not
beon oul of the race for the title since,

Rulph, ‘with tha whip,' as be once August 7, 1969
joked, dovelopod swimmers who could
compele respectably anywhere, although
the obstacles were greal,

Whon Ralph coached, Kontucky was the
backwoods of swimming -~ sirickly bush
league. Soon the midwest was Lo change
s altitude and In this decade Plania-
tlon has won every midwes!, reglon,
and Inviational champlonshlp around,

And It Is altogethar possible that Plan-
tation and other midwest teams could
rival the strong Callfornla clubs In
tha noxt decado,

Ralph Wright was o coach who know his
sport, Howas a national swimming cham-
plon st the University of Hawall and
[ of Pacific In Callfornia where
ho many notlonal records,

I 1040, ho came to Loulsville as
swimming coach al the downtown YMCA
He also coached nt the University of
Lowlaville for four years, and al the
Lakosido swim club In 190466, |

In 1985, Josse Rolliagor and Courge !

dovelopers, had the Idea to .
wo0 homobuyors to a subdivision they
wera o coastruct by bullding & small
club with & small pool,

Ralph got Involved In the project and
it turnod out to bo a sm,,ooo elub

with a large Olymple-size pool.
weok

FOR TICKETS PHONE 426-2;3

This droam of Ra '
Wright's anotha ot x PLANTATION'S Laurie Pales performs an hrward tuck dive during
oA will come truo; The N ;M! pretiminary qualltying Natioaal AAL diving meet st Flantation
swi Cballﬂﬂ' wnt Sasurday, Laurie along with atx other PCC girls” fatled 10 quali-
m and mw ‘ 1y for the Netionsl champtonahip in (e avest 10 be held thin week,

u
ships will be hold al the club,

August 7, 1969 August 14, 1969



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Plantation Swim Club

Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:

Swim Records Foreseen at PCC
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Record tidal wave expecte
at Plantation Country Club

Continued from Page A1

Women's 400 mater freestyle

Arden Mills Seim Clwith of Calitornda‘s
Dobie Meyer ix entered with 3 warhl
record tiwe of 1345 Deblte won the
Olympte golt medal in e avent Jast
yenr,

1inds Caustavaon, who wis secomd in
the Dlympics, sad (ourth place Maxico
Cily Dinisher Pam Kruse wilibe featured

0 the sprind. Sur Pedersen, another
Otyrepdan, s alao eotered In the 400 free,

Women's 100 meter breaststroke

Kim Breehl, af the Likewood Swim
Club of Califoenls, has recorded (he
Deal Llnw In the ovent ihls ywar. Bharon
Wiehman, who ftalxhed third in e Olym -
ptes, will comgeie In the evenl. Another
possible finalisl (s Plantation’s Allew
wright

Allce wan second in (bw 100-hreast-
siroko I 1he Indoor champloaships ol
Long Bepch thin yoor She I8 the daugh-
tor of the founder of Flastation Country
Clut, alph Wright Allee has Indicated
that ahe will retire after thin meet,

Women's 200-meter backstroke

Susan Atwond ol Lakewood rlud rasks
nembor mme, arcording to e iiying
tmes, th the evont ot 21251 Kayw i)
16t only Olymiple finatist s (he avent.
She was ihird of NMexire Cily «ith atinie
of 40

Women's 200 meter freestyie

dymgpile  gold meds! winner Debble
Meywr wolds te wor b record I (e evenl
of 2007, She I8 slsed (b face tough

sppasition from Linds ¢ yataraon ang
2ar Mhane
Jan Mennv finishad saecand In

e Olymplen In e stroke. K afle Wets
tel I8 the Jdelending national champion
Kathy Wyatt of Planiation Is enlered
with the J0UA besl time of 204 )

Women's 400 mater

Siver medalist (o tha Olympaes Lynn
Vidall, of the Santa Clars team, 1s
ranked aumber ons among 55 eoirapts
fher best time In 51124,

Cebde Mysr 2ls0 In slsted 10 unisy
the wirohe WX best Hoe of 500010

Women's 200.meter butterfly

Tont Hewetl, delending champlon, four »

th 1n the Olymples, has recotded the
best time, 30 Americas rocord of 2:32.0,
Ellle Danlel, of the Vesper Club, Fen.
nelyvonin, will be seeking tv dothroese
Tonl, ¥le won 2 broaze wedal ot Mev.
leo Oy In fhe siroke

Women's 200-meter breaststroke

The lymple gold medal winter Share
oo Wichman Ia enlered with 4 Hme
of 2:46.0, Sharon swims for the Olym-
pla Chibh of Indlana, Veronkca Stroup
of the Suburan Club, Peansylvania, has
the second boat qualifytog Ume

Other contendars in the stroke should
b Kim Brecht, Delble (hafson and
Mantation’s Allce Wrighl, Allew fine
Lehedd 117LN Im the 200-Dreaststroke of

the Indoor champlonaiips Ihds spring.
1abostde's Melinda Naber and Terry
Potls also are anlered,

Women's 100-mater oackstroke

Kaye Nall 1s the Olympdc gold meda)
winsar, aodl World recerd holder In the
strohe. Al Plantation, ahe wifl be edal-
bemgod Dy Susan Atwood snd Libby Tellis,

Kape's world record (lme is 1:00.2,
Kathy Wyst! 15 eslered with the 38
st e, 1124

Women's 100-meter freestyle

tn this wvent, all three Odymple modal.

1818 arw endered Jan Menne, Sus Med.
wrsen and Linds Custaveon Hedahed 14
1hatl order In tha Olympies, ANhaugh
Pedorsen wns socond, sha has since re-
corded the boxt qualifylng 1inse In the
avent, 30,0, Jan Henna's best time In
09 ) and Gustavson's is 4.0

Woman's 200-meter
I ndividual Medley

Sae Pedersen and Jan Mesne 2lso won
medils In this siroke s Mexico City,
Pederson was second and Henaa (3ird,
Pedorsen hus the best Hme 2:25. 6 s
Hecna's time Ix 2:25.4,

Clymgdan  Lywn Vidall alse will swim
he evesdt Hor best time is 2250

Women's 1500 meter freestyle

World record bholier aed  defendlog
champlon, Debbis Myor of Arden I
Selm Chab, 18 oxgweied 1o fnish far
dend of the Neld Ner world record
tme of 17312 s 11 seconds Dbelter
hor nearest competitar leammale, Viekl

King,

Dwbide Meyer aned Sue Pedersen swam
on Iast year's national champion B00-
metar trensiyle relay toam, Arden Iils,

And Mins Jon Hense and Miss Linda
Gusavaon swam oo the winning leams
In e 400 medley and 400 (reestyls
for Sania Clara

Enries In Ihw relay evonls have nol
teen anhounced, bwl Sanla Clara and
Ardes Mills appwear to be the favorites,

The stranger swim clobx In women's
compedition are Arden Hills ol Car-
michael, Calll,, corched by Sherm Chave
oor, and Santa Clars, reached by Cearge
MHaknes

n men’s rompelition Soata Clars and
Phlltips B8 of Lung Deseh w1l probably
donvimale the meel.

000000000000000000000

August 14, 1969




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Plantation Swim Club
Courtesy http://louisville.edu/athletics/natatorium/aboutralphwright.html
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RALPH R.WRIGHT NA TAl

Who :

R. Wright?

Louisville swimming's first head coach was Ralph Wright, who formed
and coached the first Cardinal aquatic team in tl?e 1948-49 school year.

He was inducted into the University of Louisville Athletic Hall of
Fame in November of 2003.

"Ralph Wright was a jewel, one of the nicest men I ever met. He
worked us like a slave driver, but he was the consummate motivator
and character builder. When you spent timne with him, not only did
you improve as a swimmer, but you were a better person," said Bernard
Dahlem, U of L swimmer from 1948-50.

Wright made a signifcant contribution as a swimmer, a coach and a pi-
oneer in his sport. His pre-World War II accomplishments included at
the age of 15 being only one of 14 swimmers to swim the perilous
Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco's Bay at the dedication of the
bridge in 1937.

He was an All-American prep swimmer and broke the men's American
record in the 100-breast in 1939, holding National Junior College Rec-
ords and being ranked No. 3 in the country while at his alma mater, the
College of the Pacific.

After serving in the Marine Corps during
WWIL, Ralph returned to swimming under
Coach Sakamoto at Hawaii University Aquatic
Club. There he broke Olympic and World 200-
breast records in 1946 and was a National
Champion as a member of the 800-Free Relay
team. In 1947, he was sent by the AAU to rep-
resent the United States in a series of Australian
swimming championships where he introduced
the butterfly stroke to Australia.
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is Ralph

In 1948, he began a successful career at the
Louisville YMCA which he led to a Southern
YMC&A Championship and set three national
records.

After coaching stints at Lakeside Club and Miami's Ransom School, Ralph founded Louisville's Planta-
tion Swim Club in 1957. Plantation grew to become one of the biggest and best teams in the eastern
U.S., winning major championships such as the highly competitive Midwest Regional Championships
and having 13 first place National Age Group Rankings and 55 Top Ten rankings.

He died at the age of 45 in 1966, just before one of his swimmers went on to win an Olympic medal.
Susie Shields won the bronze in the 100-fly in 1968.

He was one of the founders the American Swim Coaches Association and served on its board for years.
He built the first indoor/outdoor competitive pool in the Eastern United States.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Plehn’s Bakery
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Courtesy Al Ring:

5 HOMEMAOL IGE CREAM, COERING
=] VARETY UNEADS DANISH PASTRES
WECOMIG & NOVELTY CAXES

We are convensently located to better serve you. Cortact us today for all of your bakery needs. SGince 1824

Welcama

Welcome to Plehn's Bakery, a St. Matthew's fixture and local w PR R i e
favorite since 1924, Throughout the past 81 years, our 50) §G5-827D ST MATTHEWS, kY 4007
reputation throughout Louisville and surrounding areas has BEST OF

grown throughout the region, Patrons from all over come daily I 8100 L2 g 11 S
to get a sampling of our many specialties and treats. Wetake M A & & 2 1 N & -
great pride in providing the freshest breads, pastries, cakes,

soups and more.

Visit Plehn’s Bakery today and you'll soon realize why we have grown to become such a

favorite!
Cakes Ice Cream Catering Dell
* Weddings * Homemade « Weddings = Soup
« Birthday = Brick Ice Cream = Parties = Salads
* Novelty » Individual lces * Meetings » Sandwiches

Plehn's Bakery » 3940 Shelbyville Road » Louisville, KY 40207
Phone: 502-896-4438 or 502-895-8223

Business Hours

Monday - Friday 7:00 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday 6:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday 6:30 am - 1:00 pm

Brief history sketch by Bernie Bowling, June 2008:
1924 Kuno Plehn’s moved to St. Matthews and built the building. He was located on Shelby Street before he moved.

1927 The bakery expanded to include ice cream.

Shortly after moving to St. Matthews Mayme Habich who worked for him at the Shelby Street location came to work for
him in St. Matthews. She worked for Plehn’s through all three generations, into early 1980s.

Bernie Bowling Sr., who helped his Uncle Kuno while in school bought the bakery in 1945.

In 1980 Dad sold the bakery to his three sons, Bernie, Ted, Pat and longtime employee and manager Milton Hettinger. All

who were working at Plehn’s.

Plehn’s Bakery,
June 2008

Courtesy Al Ring
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The Voice Of St. Matthews
December 22, 1960




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Plehn’s Bakery
Courtesy Bernie Bowling: 1927
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Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Plehn’s Bakery
Potato Festival Parade we think, 1926 or 1927
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Courtesy Bernie Bowling:
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Plehn’s Bakery
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Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Plehn’s Bakery

Courtesy http://louisville.bizjournals.com/louisville/stories/2005/12/26/smallb2.html?jst=cn_cn_lk
Business First, December 23, 2005 article:

During holidays, Plehn's relishes role as 'a little corner bakery'
Business First of Louisville - by John R. Karman III Business First Staff Writer

This Christmas Eve, Bernie Bowling Jr. plans to make 200 dozen danishes, 3,000 dozen dinner rolls and buns, more than
100 cream pies and more cookies than he can count.

And you thought you were in for some long hours in the kitchen this holiday season.

Of course, Bowling, one of the partners who owns Plehn’s Bakery Inc. in St. Matthews, will have a good deal of help. The
company, which opened at its Shelbyville Road site in 1924, adds six to eight college students to its 40-employee base dur-
ing the Christmas rush and enlists the help of all available family members to cope with the sudden influx of customers.

The three days before Christmas are the busiest of the year for the bakery, which was founded by Bowling's great-uncle
Kuno Plehn.

Tomorrow, Christmas Eve, the store will serve about 1,200 customers between the time it opens at 6:30 a.m. and when it
closes at 3 p.m. On a normal Saturday, that number is closer to 500.

How do Bowling and his four business partners determine how many kuchens, doughnuts and quarts of homemade ice
cream the bakery will need to stock to get through the holidays?

They've been meticulously tracking the sales of those items for years, which allows them to accurately estimate how much
they must make.

The fact that they track their sales isn't so out of the ordinary, but the way they do it certainly is in this technological age.
And it might be a bit telling about the quaint store, which has no aspirations higher than just being "a little corner bakery,"
as Bowling tells it.

There are no elaborate spreadsheets or computer programs in this shop. They do things the old-fashioned way, scrawling
production numbers in pencil on stacks and stacks of yellow legal pads.

"None of this is computerized," Bowling said, smiling slightly at the bakery's somewhat antiquated bookkeeping methods.
"The secret to everything is just keeping track of this from year to year."

Bowling's partners in Plehn's Bakery are his brothers, Patrick Bowling and Ted Bowling, Milton Hettinger, and Hettinger's
grandson, Brent Gallahue. He answered the following questions about his business.

How do you keep employees' morale up during the hectic holidays?

"We don't run (the company) with an iron fist. (The owners) are

all down here working with them, anq I think t'pat helps. We're serving ST M ATTHEws

here. We're doing the same things they're doing.

:I with the Finest in

Your father, Bernard Bowling Sr., owned the company for -, 2
years. How did you get involved? i o"a"tv Bakery Products

"I grew up in it. All my brothers did, too. I started here in 1960. '
When we were old enough to get in trouble, Mom sent us to |
work."

What is the key to building repeat business for your compa-
ny?

"We try to have a nice selection. We try to have a good assort-
ment in the cases. If you don't have anything, they're not going
to come back.

"We have a lot of repeat customers. That's part of being a neigh-
borhood shop."

Right: The Voice Of St. Matthews, July 16, 1959.

PLEHN 'S B
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Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Plehn’s Bakery
Courtesy Al Ring from Plehn’s Bakery wall:




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:
April 29, 1965
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T Vamong the firet of B, Mait-  ers of the Associsted Bakers
| ““hows businessmen, died &  Assoclation, opmed M own

'
SN nm, Wednesday of last  bakery in May, 1932 on Jef«
W ferson ., Louleville, wad two

O e

i e yoars laler, moved il 1o 3940
v 3 e Fraakfort Ave,, where It has
L ' eontinusd wnder ihe family

! name,
‘4 Whart M) Platn rellred in
1.“ he oM bakery to

bakery aa 8 youlh, He is still

o Apmidny

owner
g&m & native of Xial,
m.ﬂ

gl g mingrach

On-np Merchast Marine

three years, He joined sl sge

14 snd was dlechargadin 1910,
Ne came o New York, snd

In 1013 jcined the Army and
seryed In Pasama as & cook
and bakar,

Discharged 1o 1030, be sot.
Ued 18 Louleville snd worked
af the oM Sepp's Dakery on
Fourth Street, belore opening

v Ma vwn business,

) When he came o St Malt-
hews, be opensd ha bakery
oA Ypotelo peleh' Then his
besthern In Ihe Daking bus-

’ ineas shook thelr hesd 1n dla-
ballaf ol his velure, Also In
1932 he married ihe former
Margaret Bravds who helped
hm in the business,

After his retirement, Mr,
and Mra, Plebn, who lved ot
318 Monoban Dr,, apent (he
winter In Florids, usually
Saruaidn,

Thaugh In retiremant, Mr,
Plsha was & recoguized lend-
or In baking business, Last
year he sitended the ANNA
conventien In Plitaburgh,
where he also colobrated Lis
8led birtnday, He also sttend-
od the State baber's conyumiion
last year,

Instrumental In organizing
the ARDBA un & natlonal level,
he was rewsrded with the or -
ganization’s presidency iwo
terma, and also headed the
Kentucky Nahurs Assocl-
ations,

n 1934, when the ARAIA hald
e convention ia Lasdaviiliehe
was convention chalrman, un-
ng the theme«-"hakery of
Tumorrow, "

Amung hile ideas for the
ANDA carried out, wery por-
manat hesdguariers in Chle -
ogo, an snlarged progeam, sl
an Moeguate sallf 10 aerve the
rotall ecd of Ihe Industry,

Nis S, Matthows astablish-.

ment was put In service toald
flood victima of the 1637 Meod,
™e Red Croas wasd the Nrm’s
ovens to roast masl and baks
bread Tor \he refugess snd re-
sCun workera,

Mr, Ploha wans & mamber of
Zachary Taylur Post of the
American Legion, ard wus anw
of the foanders uf M, Matte
hews Voluteer Firg Degart-
mant,

Survivers are s widow sed
severdl aleces sl nephews,

The funersl wan ot Matler-
man's, 3701 Laddngion jod,, s
I am, last Nelurday and
Iurfal won i 8, Lowls Comes
tery,

Plehn’s Bakery

Death prompts
break-in at
Plehn’'s home

The death of Kuno Plehn last
week appareantly prompted
someone 10 break-In Into his
home at 318 Momohan Drive
In Parkside,

While his body was at the
funeral home Thursday night,
someone entered the home
through an unlocked basement
window and ransacked the
house,

A lttle over $100 was taken
but no damage resulted other -
wise,

Mayor Bernard Bowling, ne-
phew of Mr. Plehn, noted that
the theft was a case where
someone knew the famlily
would be visiting at the time
al the funeral home,

He reminded resldents In
S5t, Matthews to notlfy police,
or thelr nelghbors, to walch
thelr homes, In eveul they are
1o be gone from home for long
periods of time, He sald 5t,
Matthews Pollce will chuck
the homes periodically,



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Pookman Drug Store
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, July 12, 1956:

St. Matthews Personalities—Ben Pookman Tells About Drug Business

Five years ago a sprightly little man with a working personality decided to locate his business
here, for the simple reason that he liked to shop here and figured a lot of other people would too.

“I loved St. Matthews and loved to shop here,” said Ben Pookman, owner and manager of Pook- |
man’s Drug Store. “We had a drug store in downtown Louisville for 26 years. But my wife
shopped here, and liked it. So did I. So we came here.”

That was January 1, 1951.

Even though he’s been here only five years, he is considered a St. Matthews veteran. For in that
five years, the size of the St. Matthews shopping area has been doubled.

“That’s the biggest change that’s taken place—increased population,” he said. “The population
has increased, business has increased, the City has grown, stores and homes are going up out Shel-
byville Road, out Brownsboro road, out Breckenridge Lane. It’s been amazing.”

He credits the Inner Belt Highway with contributing mightily to increased business in St. Mat- BEN POOKMAN
thews. It’s brought the customers to us, he said.

St. Matthews biggest problem he said, is “parking—parking.” And that’s true “not only here but everywhere,” he said.
“The City has gown so fast we couldn't visualize the scope of the problem.”

He and Mrs. Pookman run the store together. “We’re a team,” he said. “All out employees are like one family. Except for
the fountain, we’ve had the same help ever since we’ve been here.” Altogether, he has 14 employees.

Like a good executive, Mr. Pookmnan, though he puts in 60 hours a week, never appears to be working. He chats with the
customers, and gets so engrossed in telling them stories that before they know it, he has their orders prepared and ready for
them to take out. He gives the feeling that his main interest is on the customer as a person.

“I manage to fill a few prescriptions between talking to the customers,” he said.

He said two significant changes have taken place in the drug business since he started 37 years ago—the antibiotics and the
gradual drift towards a general store operation.

“Drugs today—the antibiotics—work positive cures,” he said. Two-weeks sicknesses have been cut down to two days.”

He continued: “In the modern drug store, people expect to find everything. If they can’t get it, they’re disappointed. You
have to have a general store to satisfy all their wants.”

Born in 1898, he graduated in 1919 from the University of Ken-
tucky College of Pharmacy. The following year he was head
druggist at Louisville City Hospital, fulfilling a life’s ambition. |
A year later he opened his first drug store at 18th and St. Cathe-
rine. Three years later he moved to the Henry Clay Hotel and
stayed there 26 years.
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He is a member of the Louis Lodge 191 of Masons. He and his
wife, the former Jessie Schulman of Louisville, have three chil-
dren.

Mrs. Sam Goldstein of St. Regis Park. Harriett Bass of Louis-
ville, and Norman, 20, a Navy corpsman attached to Camp
Lejeune, NC.

Interested in sports in general, he belongs to standard Country
Club and is a golfer—when he has the time. Recently he shot a
41.
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Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, July 12, 1956:

Pookman Drug Store

Pookman sells drug
store in St. Matthews

Denjamin Pookman, 711 Ind-
lan Ridge Rd., recently sold
his drug slore at 3700 Lexing-
ton Rd. (o RoberiE, Loe Sand-
Un and Kennelth G, Corey,
Pocokman had been at the Lex-
ington Road location |7years,
He had been in the drug bus-
Iness since he was 12 years
when he started working
as a delivery boy, He grad-
yaled from (he Loulsville Cols
lege of Pharmacy and was head
pharmacist al General Hospl-
tal after graduation,

The Pookmans bave been In
St. Matthews since 1951, Thelr
two daughiers lve here and
thelr son llves In Pillsburgh,
They have six grandchildren,

Pookman's plans for retire-
ment Include taking It casy,

playing golf and traveling.
Since there is a shortage of
pharmacists, he plans to
pinch ~ kil for area phar-
macists when he is noeded,

Corey and Sandlin lock over
the drug store Sepl. 11, They
plan to affiliste with the Lade
die Drug chaln the first of
January,

Sandlin lves af 3302 Had-
don Rd. Ho altended Lesley
County High School at Haydeh
and graduated [rom the Un-
iveraity of Kentucky College
of Pharmacy.

Corey lives al 309 § Hub-
bard Ln,, and is a nallve of
S, Matthews, He allended
Eastern and Waggener High
Schools., He also graduated
from the UK Collegeof Phar-

macy.

October 19, 1967



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Prospect

Courtesy A place in time, The story of Louisville’s neighborhoods, 1989, by The Courier Journal
and Louisville Times Company, David Hawpe, Nina Walfoort.

Prospect
Nature seduced settlers; country store was a focal point serving men of plows and power
By Kay Stewart
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Interurban
Turnaround

Hunting Creek R »
Country Club The scenery has changed along U.S. 42 since this photograph

was taken in 1987. The Prospect Store, left, which opened in
the center of town in 1911, has closed and been moved across
the highway to be renovated as apartments. The former City
Hall, right, built in 1903, was torn down in 1987. A food
mart, gas station and parking lot are on the site now.

PROSPECT was once known as Sand Hill.
Longtime residents say landowners didn’t like that name even though it aptly described a part of the landscape.

According to a story passed down for generations, some folks decided a new name was needed to go with a U. S. Post Of-
fice built around 1900 to serve the area.

“Someone said, ‘We’ve got a good prospect here,” and they called it Prospect,” said William Cropper, 81, who was born
and raised in Prospect but moved to St. Matthews two years ago.

Another version is that Prospect got its name in the late 1800s after the Louisville, Harrods Creek & Westport Railroad
stopped its route there.

The railroad apparently lacked funds to continue to Westport, but the story residents like to tell is that the “prospect” was so
good that railroad workers decided not to go farther.

Prospect’s picturesque bottom land and river bluffs — some of the most beautiful in Jefferson County — attracted pioneers
in the late 1700s who stopped at Harrods Creek on flatboats.

But the semblance of a town apparently didn’t emerge until after the railroad came through in the mid-1800s. In the early
1900s, the interurban train brought more growth to the area.

Still, Prospect remained a rural outpost with a mix of residents — blacks descended from slaves, wealthy landowners who
commut-ed 12 miles west to downtown Lou-isville to work, and poor whites who worked on the farms.

Today there’s still a mix of residents, but Prospect has changed dramatically in the 25 years since the opening of Hunting
Creek, the granddaddy of Jefferson County’s expensive suburban subdivisions, with its own country club and golf course.

The town itself didn’t incorporate until 1974 and today has about 3,800 residents, most of whom live
in high-priced subdivisions off U. S. 42.

“It’s just an urban situation now,” said Joe Snowden, whose family for 52 years operated The Prospect Store on U. S. 42
just north of Covered Bridge Road.

“Originally it was mainly farmers,” Snowden said. “Most everybody was a farmer of some sort, and today it’s sort of a
community for executives of General Electric and companies of that nature.” The Prospect Store, which opened about 1911,
was considered the quintessential country store and center of town.

Snowden retired in 1981, but the store continued to operate until a Five Star Food Mart and gas station expanded to the site.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Prospect

Courtesy A place in time, The story of Louisville’s neighborhoods, 1989, by The Courier Journal
and Louisville Times Company, David Hawpe, Nina Walfoort.

Prospect
Nature seduced settlers; country store was a focal point serving men of plows and power
By Kay Stewart

In the 1930s, the store sold over-alls to farmers and steaks to gentleman farmers. Three loaves of bread cost a quarter,
Snowden said.

Shoes, nails, flyswatters and cornmeal were stocked. If Snowden didn’t have what a customer wanted, he would order it.
Henry Wallace, who grew up on nearby Rose Island Road, said the store’s best commodity was gossip.
“It was the gathering place, a news center,” Wallace said.

Wallace, who owns 600 acres on the north side of U. S. 42 near Prospect, couldn’t stand the thought of the store being de-
molished for the expanding food mart and gas station next door, which Newcomb Oil built in 1987 after demolishing the
former Prospect City Hall that had stood since 1903.

So earlier this year, he bought the frame building for a dollar and moved it almost directly across the street to his property.
Workers are remodeling the store, and Wallace hopes to rent space in it for three apartments.

The store, a garage, post office, bank and pool hall lined the small stretch of highway at one time, Wallace said. All that is
left now is the frame post office, which houses The Refinishing Store.

Old-timers, Wallace said, still think of the strip as “the center of town,” even though that area is just east of incorporated
Prospect.

Just north of the strip in a vacant field, the interurban train, which served Prospect from about 1910 to 1934, made its turna-
round to head back to Louisville.

When the interurban quit its hourly stops each day, the steam train came to Prospect at midnight on the same tracks.
The train brought farm supplies and other goods to Prospect and returned to Louisville with farm produce, Wallace said.

Wallace remembered that his grandfather’s furniture from Philadelphia arrived on the midnight train about 60 years ago and
was hauled to his house the next morn-ing in a wagon pulled by a team of horses.

South of the interurban stop, at U. S. 42 and Covered Bridge Road, is a Prospect landmark — the ornate brick farmhouse
that James Trigg built in the mid-1800s.

Trigg, a successful farmer and president of the Narrow Gauge Railroad, which once served the Prospect area, owned land
that 1s now part of the Hunting Creek subdivision.

The home he built was the center of high society during the 25 years it was owned by Mark Ethridge, a former publisher of
The Courier-Journal, and his wife, Willie Snow Ethridge, an author whose 15 published books included three about life in
Prospect.

On Derby Day in 1956, the Ethridges’ guest, author John Steinbeck, wrote “Ode to the Kentucky Derby” in the home on a
typewriter borrowed from his hosts. The next day, the composition appeared in The Courier-Journal.

In the 1940s, the Ethridges entertained big-band musician Benny Goodman at a square dance and dinner party following his
performance with The Louisville Orchestra.

The home, now owned by Joseph M. and Sandra Day, was open to the public earlier this year as the 1989 Bellarmine Wom-
en’s Council Show House.

On the south side of U. S. 42, at the end of a one-mile, tree-lined drive between River and Rose Island roads, is a stunning
white frame home whose former owners include James Garvin Brown, the founder of the Brown-Forman distilleries, and
William F. Knebelcamp, president of the Louisville Baseball Co., which owned the old Louisville Colonels baseball team.

The home, now owned by auto dealer Joe Cross, was once the centerpiece of a farm called Sutherland. Much of the farm
land, however, is now being staked off for a pricey subdivision called Sutherland Farms.

STM, the developer, has agreed not to build on one lot believed to contain an Indian burial mound dating from 100 B.C.-
200 A.D.

While there has never been a professional excavation of the site, it is probably a prehistoric cemetery, according to infor-
mation at the Louisville-Jefferson County Planning Commission.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Prospect

Courtesy A place in time, The story of Louisville’s neighborhoods, 1989, by The Courier Journal
and Louisville Times Company, David Hawpe, Nina Walfoort.

Prospect
Nature seduced settlers; country store was a focal point serving men of plows and power
By Kay Stewart

Near the Sutherland Farms site, the curve in River Road used to be called Cropper’s Curve after Wil-liam Cropper’s ances-
tors, who owned much of the bottom land in the area.

Cropper remembers riding the interurban to Ballard School, which is now The Chance School, a pri-vate institution, at 4200
Lime Kiln Lane.

And he clearly recalls his first car ride. He was walking to catch the interurban when a chauffeur driving a Brown-Forman
executive asked him where he was headed.

When Cropper said he was going to school, the chauffeur told him to get in.
“I thought, “Well, if I had been the King of England, I couldn’t be any prouder,’” Cropper said.
That was when Prospect was still “a little 01’ country town,” Cropper said.

“It’s an entirely different place now.”
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The James Trigg 12-room brick mansion, built in the mid-1800s, still stands at U.S. 42 and Covered Bridge
Road in Prospect. Trigg was president of the Narrow Gauge Railroad and a farmer.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Ranch House
Courtesy http://www.1080wklo.com/paulcowley.htm:

Paul Cowley Remembers WKLO, Received April 20, 2005

Beecher and I were friendly competitors as we both were doing our shows from different Ranch House drive-in restaurants.
Bob Colglazier owned several drive-ins in the greater Louisville area and they were great hangouts for kids growing up in
those innocent '50s. (Example: Arnold's Drive In on "Happy Days.") Kids would park their cars for hours with their radios
on, listening and drinking malts and scarfing down Ranchburgers and fries. They would send in "curb notes" via the carhops
asking to hear a particular record dedicated to their boyfriend or girlfriend. WKLO even built me a private studio on the
roof of the Ranch House on Shelbyville Road with their call letters and my name in neon lights on the roof of the studio.
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Courtesy, http://www.louisvillehotbytes.com/ranch.shtml Robin Garr’s Louisville Restaurant
Reviews

RESTAURANT NAME CHANGED. Originally "Ranch House," management lost the rights to use the Bob Colglazier
and Ranch House name and menu in a legal dispute.
Juke Box Highlander Point Shopping Center Floyds Knobs, Ind. (812) 923-1435

Long before there were Golden Arches in Louisville there was Bob Colglazier's Ranch House, and before there were Big
Macs, kids in our town happily chowed down on Ranch Burgers, a double-deck double burger with lettuce, cheese and
"special sauce" that makes the billions-and-billions-sold item look like a pallid substitute indeed.

Now let's put our hands together and give a big round of applause to Mike and Lynn Cummins, who - working with the li-
censed rights to Colglazier's original menu - have built a mighty accurate rendition of a Ranch House in the Highlander
Point shopping center just at the top of [-64's long grade up to Floyds Knobs west of New Albany.

"Ranch House first opened its doors in 1950," the menu proclaims, "and after half a century we're still serving fresh deli-
cious food the way it was done in the days of poodle skirts and sock hops ... the original Ranch Burger still served with our
famous Ranch sauce, made from scratch ... memories of days gone by. Put a quarter in the juke box, relax, tell a friend and
visit the Ranch House and get lost in the '50s."

As old-time fanciers of the original Ranch Houses (of course we were just children then), my wife and I couldn't resist a
quick trip to Southern Indiana to check it out. And sure enough, although the red-brick shopping center building might be a
little bland on the outside, going in the door is like stepping into a time machine.

Pale pink and blue upholstery set the tone with poodle-skirt colors on the leatherette booths and the seats of the shiny
chrome chairs; in fact, there's enough chrome around to trim a squadron of '58 Chevies, from the mirror-backed soda foun-
tain to the soda-fountain stools to the shiny Wurlitzer-style jukebox filled with '50s tunes that sits up, almost like a shrine,
on an elevated black circular platform. Booth table tops are filled with 'S0s-era comic books and memorabilia displayed
under glass. Bright neon colors and framed period pictures (Marilyn, James Dean, a turquoise-and-white 'S6 Chevy) turn the
high walls into a gallery of the '50s.

The menu, too, seems familiar, if a little more varied than the old days (the Cumminses have added a few dishes to keep up



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Ranch House

Courtesy http://www.louisvillehotbytes.com/ranch.shtml  Robin Garr’s Louisville Restaurant
Reviews

with the times). The old Ranch House standards are highlighted with a tiny illustration of a record. (That's a black vinyl
thing that we used to play on a thing called a "record player" back in the days before CDs, kids.)

The Original Ranch Burger, served with cheese, ranch sauce and lettuce, is $2.59. I wonder how much they cost back
then ... I don't think I want to know. Of course, I was probably making $5 a week in allowance back in those days, if I be-
haved. The Ranch Burger with bacon is $2.99, and a BLT is $2.48.

Soups and salads are available, and chili in your choice of three-way, four-way or five-way, a concept that hadn't made it
down here from Cincinnati back in Colglazier's time. Sandwiches are $1.29 (for a burger or hot dog) to $3.49 (for chix
breast strips); turn a sandwich into a platter with fries and slaw or potato salad for an additional $1.99. Looking for some-
thing more hearty? Assorted dinners are $6.99 (for friend chicken breast, a deep-fried fish dinner, shrimp dinner or pork
loin, with your choice of yeast roll or texas toast and any two veggies from a list including green beans, cole slaw, fries,
macaroni-and-cheese, baked potato, potato salad or onion rings.

Despite my wife's appalled glare, I couldn't resist going with my favorite Ranch House dinner from days gone by, when I
didn't have to worry about counting calories: A Ranch Burger, Ranch fries and a good old chocolate milkshake.

The Ranch Burger was just as [ remembered, a big white hamburger bun cut in three slices, with a separate cheeseburger on
each layer, each topped with shredded iceberg lettuce and a discreet amount of ranch sauce, which appears to be a simple
spread of mayo and pickle relish, something like tartar sauce.

The ranch fries were fine, too, no wimpy shoestrings but thick, broad slabs of tender potato, dangerously hot and golden
from the frier and grease-free. The milkshake was thick and creamy in the old-fashioned way, none of this newfangled
groutlike stuff that you can't suck through a straw without collapsing a lung. It was served, as it should be, in a tall conical
glass with a dab of whipped cream on top.

My wife went with her girlhood favorite, a patty melt ($2.49), which is basically a thin hamburger topped with bright-
yellow mild American cheese, grilled onions and a tomato slice and grilled in butter like a grilled-cheese sandwich. She said
1t tasted just like they used to. Onion rings ($1.49) were excellent, too: Homemade with a thin but crunchy breading, thick
rounds of fresh, flavorful onion deep-fried crisp but not greasy.

A hearty lunch for two came to just $12.12 (plus a $2 tip), and my wife grabbed a thick slice of homemade devil's food cake
with cream-cheese icing to take home for $2.40. It was excellent. $

Photo courtesy of St. Matthews, The Crossroads of Beargrass, by Samuel W. Thomas, 1999. Cap-
tion-Bob Colglazier’s Ranch House, 1953 , Now site of McDonald’s. Frozen Food Locker, popu-
lar in the 1940s, was located jut to the east. 77-53U, Jefferson County Historic Preservation And
Archives.
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Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Ranch House

Courtesy of Bluegrass-St. Matthews Historical Society:

Looking east on Shelbyville Road, August, 1954—-East Drive In & Ranch House, Icons of our youth, July, 1954
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Road at LaGrange Road.

The Voice Of St. Matthews, October
23,1952

QL RANCH

HOUSE
DRIVE-IN

WE TAKE ORDERS FROM
ANYBODY. But no one tells us
how to vote nor to change our
recipes. People say they like our
recipies the way they are, be-
cause they're just a little better
than extra special! Tasty. Done
to a turn. And turned out beau-
tifully for either a quick snack
or afull meal. It just takes a
phone call to TA. 9246 to get
service. Just tell us what you
want (we'll make suggestions, if
vou like) and tell us what time
to have it ready. Then drive in
at that time and pick it up or eat
it here. Our HIGH BQY sand-
wich is really something. So is
our CATFISH SANDWICH, and
our Brownsville SHRIMP, Just
call us . . . TA. 9246 . . . RANCH
HOUSE DRIVE-IN, Shelbyville




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: Ratterman Funeral Home

Courtesy http://www.ratterman.com/history.shtml

History of R atterman Family Funeral Homes

I the 1850's the Ratterman fannly emigrated from Germany,

Several of the Rattenman brothers settled in Cineimnati, while others continued down the Ohio River to Lowsyille
I'wo brothers. George and Herman, settled near 8th and Green Streets, They established. in 1864, an undertaking
business at | Hth and Market streets, named G, & H. Ratterman: Carpenters and Makers of Fie CotTins.

in 1902, John B. Ratterman, son of George 1ook over the business at the age of 24. He married Lillan Ackerman in 1904
and together they had |2 children consisting of ten boys and two girls. They moved into the Ackerman home at 2114
West Market Streetin 1914, Here the family moved to the upper floors and turned the first floor into the first real "Home
for funerals™ in the enty of Lowsville. Having funerals in a specific "home for funerals™ was a new concept tor those
times sinee most funerals were held at the home of the deceased. The sl happened mainly duc to changing social
nonms, aithough up untl World War 11, some fanmlies still preferred the deceased to be retumed to the home for

visitation, wake and funeral,

Eventually John B. Ratterman paired up his sons to open other funeral home locations in Lowsville, Lexington Road was
the first in 1939, It was operated by John Jr.and Carl Ratterman. In 1947 Joc and Cletus Ratterman opened the Fourth
Street focation, and i 1977, they espanded to the Southside Drive location. In 1963 Emmett and

Oscar Ratterman opened a funcral home on Bardstown Road, and then, in 1974 expanded to Cane Run Road,

Ihe tourth generation of Ratternmans’ now owns und operates these six Louisville locations. They, along with the 131ih
peneruhon, care lor fenihes with the sume dedication and commitment that that has been our hallmark tor

over 140 vears,

Ours 1s a wadioon of sgrvice.

|
I The sppravasce of Raceroan Brothers Famecal lomw, 3711 Lesingion
o Wr TEnEY: . o sddiiton mu the frost, AdSed ¢ - .
| pTIora, 4 Shvia Glaglor Toom, Iounge sod miDcion A S Shoptls December 13, 1962, The Voice Of St. Matthews




Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: River Road Country Club
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, July 3, 1952:
River Road Country Club—An Experience In Democracy
If you can want to call your life your own, don’t organize a country club.
In case yu question the value of this advice, ask John Ed Pearce, a man who had organized one.

Pearce, an editorial staff writer for The Courier-Journal, has devoted every moment of his spare time toward that oal for the
past few weeks, with a July 4 opening date in mind.

For the benefit of those who have not followed this pioneer’s efforts or been on the receiving end of his lashing whip, the
River Road Country Club is a new club located at Zorn avenue and River Road. It is owned by the Louisville Water Com-
pany and is the former site of the Standard Country Club, now moved to new quarters on the old Brownsboro Road.

Pearce heads a three—man board of directors including John Carrieo, Courier sports writer, and Alan Schneider, attorney,
who were resourceful enough to convince the Water Company of their desirability as prospective tenants.

They proposed to create a club priced for the moderate income group, j.c. people who could not afford membership in the
average club. Once their plan was accepted, Pearce called a meeting of prospective members and set forth the conditions of
membership. Work teams were organized and all would-be members called upon to devote their free days and nights to
setting the building and grounds in running order.

In this way Pearce was able to save a sizeable sum of money needed for other uses, and form ed a democratic club to which
the members take special pride in belonging.

Every day for the last several weeks, they could be seen swarming over the golf course, about the club house, landscaping,
painting, rebuilding, working on the tennis courts, cleaning the swimming pool, building a new roof, refinishing furniture,
and all the many, many jobs necessary in general remodeling.

All job details were organized in committees with responsible persons heading each. Others worked when and where need-
ed which means one might make a trip to the hardware store, scrape a chair and help rake debris, all in a morning’s work.

July 4 is the grand opening date, but it is doubtful that there will be more of the 300 membership represented than have been
every weekend leading up to that date.

Guests will be admitted after the opening week and meals will be served six out of seven days. Club manager is Freeman
Haywood, former golf pro at Owl creek Country Club.

Thusdy. Augest 26 1954 ~The VOICE OF SI. MATTHEWS and The VOICE OF THE MIGHLANDS~  Pige Tiwe
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Members of the River Rosd Coantey Club pletured here dre, on diving board, Susip \Wakefiel!,
leit, Sazanne Dudley, Caro) Terr, Bunny Brawn, Judy Deyant, Joan Driseol), Fat Pollack, and
Retty Bortlelt; yeated, Sieve DeGaris, lefl, Rusty Carth, Steve Parter, Bill Ackerman, Bobhy Sex-
tan, and Doug Morion; and, kneeling, Toammy Smith, Ieft, Forrest Johason, coach, aml Milly
Logan and Dan Neubaver, assistani coaches

August 26, 1954



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: River Road Country Club

Courtesy Louisville Metro Government:

Mayor Seeks Input on River Road Property
Monday May 16, 2005

Mayor Jerry Abramson today announced that the public will help decide the long-term use of the former River Road
Country Club property.

Beginning June 1, atizens will have access to the 63-acre property - which operated for more than 50 years as a
private country club - to consider potential recreational uses. Metro Parks and the Louisville Water Company will collect
written public Input for the next six weeks and will host a public-planning forum on July 14.

"We are committed to ensuring this greenspace is there for our residents and the benefit of cur community, and will
consider all ideas for the best public use of this property,” Abramson said, “The recreation corridor along River Road is
a significant part of our effort to make Loulsville a City of Parks.”

Currently, there are 461 acres of public parkland along River Road between downtown and Indian Hills Trail,

The River Road Country Club property will remain closed until June while Metro Parks and Water Company crews
prepare It for public access. Metro Parks is cutting the grass to lengths comparable to a public park. The clubhouse,
tennis courts and swimming pool are in disrepair and will remain closed until the property’s long-term use is
determinec

Louisville Metro owns 36 acres of the property, while the Water Company owns 27 acres. Metro Parks Director Mike
Heitz said the city and the Water Company are working cooperatively to improve upkeep of the property, which had
been untouched since floeding In January. Because citizens have been invited to visit the property, golf will not be
permitted - although the former golf course greens will be maintained,

"We're maintaining the greens in case golf is part of the ultimate use for the land,” Heitz said, adding It Is less
expensive to maintain greens over time rather than reconditioning an overgrown green,

These wishing to submit comments about how the property should be used can send email to parks@loukymetro,org,
or write to P.O. Box 37280, Louisville KY 40233-7280, Infermation about the public-input process for the River Road
property is available online at www.metro-parks.org.

The public also is invited to participate in a planning forum on July 14, at 6:30 p.m. at the Louisville Water Tower at
River Rd. and Zorn Ave, Parks officials will be in attendance with maps and other material outlining the parks system'’s
current amenitles,

New 166-Acre Park to Host Sports, Other Events Along River Road Corridor
Tuesday May 29, 2007
Louisville Champions Park to honor area sports greats

Mayor Jerry Abramson was joined today by local athletes as he detailed plans for Louisville Champions Park, a 166-
acre linear park that will be the centerpiece of an expanding 400-acre sports and recreation corridor along River Road.

Abramson said the complex would become "a hub for local athletic activities as well as an economic-development tool”
to attract to Louisville national and regional sports tournaments and events. With the mayor’s upcoming budget, and
funds already aliocated through the current budget, $6 million will be invested in the next year to begin development
along the corridor,

“Starting at dewntown’s Waterfront Park and heading east on River Road to Indian Hills Trall, we have more green
space than Cherokee Park,” Abramson said. "We are capitalizing on this by looking at these assets as one unique
corridor.”

When complete in three to five years, the new park will Include 22 game-quality muilti-purpose sports fields and other
park amenities such as basketball courts, playground and spray park, a pond and wetlands, and walking/running paths
that include connections to the City of Parks 100-mile loop trail. The mayor said the park could include features to pay
tribute Louisville’s many sports icons.

To create the new park, the city will utilize existing public property adjacent to the 63 acres made available when the
private River Read Country Club closed after entering bankruptcy and defaulting on its lease payments to Metro
Government, which owns the property.

The new Loulsville Champlons Park will stretch along the south side of River Road from Zorn Ave, to Frankfort Ave,,
Including the former country club property, the S5-acre Louisville Soccer Park at Edith Ave., 27 acres across River Road
from Eva Bandman Park, and 21 acres at the site of the former landfill at Frankfort Ave. and River Road.



Places You Will Remember-In More Detail: River Road Country Club
Courtesy http://www.louisvilleky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/64D21F22-4B86-4EBA-9DE6-

B2170CD68126/0/RiverRoadCorridorMaplg.jpg
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